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Israel Hadany is an Israeli environment artist, sculptor, and jewelry designer, internationally acknowledged. He is involved with poetry writing as well.

It is rare to see an artist with so many skills, but in addition to being an artist, we are more surprised by his visual art creations. Without the help of any design aid
software or computer technology, he creates stunning visual feasts with just his hands. Through understanding, most of his many works are unique in the world. In
order to complete a piece of art, he will even work alone for more than half a year, or a year, until it is completed, especially many of his wooden materials art

creations. When we asked why you would not make another one since this one was collected, the old man replied that the production time was too long and it
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Inukshuk in Jerusalem

Jerusalem sculptor Israel Hadany’s modern interpretation of the First Nations
beacon. (photo from Jerusalem Foundation)

The Inuit, Ifiupiat, Kalaallit and Yupik peoples of the Arctic region of Canada,
Greenland and Alaska built inukshuks with granite boulders to warn against danger,
mark a hunting or fishing site, or stand as a direction marker. Like the traditional
inuksuit erected in the treeless tundra, Jerusalem sculptor Israel Hadany’s modern
interpretation of the First Nations beacon serves as a marker symbolizing friendship,
family and hospitality, humankind’s responsibility toward one another.

On Oct. 17, Hadany’s four-metre-high limestone inukshuk sculpture was installed at
the entrance to Canada House in downtown Jerusalem’s Musrara neighbourhood.

Hadany was the winner of a design competition celebrating 50 years of the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem, since the 1967 Six Day War. Toronto lawyer Lewis Mitz, president
of the Jerusalem Foundation of Canada, initiated the challenge as part of a $4 million
renovation of the Canada House community centre on Shivtei Yisrael Street, a loca-
tion that is becoming increasingly popular with film and art students. Four other
Israeli artists were invited to participate: David Gershoni, Ruslan Sergeev, Yisrael
Rabinowitz and Ellia Shapiro. The competition jury that selected the winning design
included representatives from the Jerusalem Municipality, the Israel Museum, the
Jerusalem Foundation and local residents.

“The inukshuk is a communication structure. Providing vital information for people
to survive in the frozen Arctic; it isn’t merely a statue, rather an enchanted entity



that guides man
and seals his fate,”
explained Hadany
in a press release.
“The sculpture tries
to create a fascinat-
ing synthesis
between the prim-
ordial and the in-
novative, between
the formulated es-
thetics and magic.”

Inukshuk, he ex- Toronto lawyer Lewis Mitz, president of the Jerusalem Foundation of Canada,
plained in his re- who initiated the art competition. (photo from Jerusalem Foundation)

marks at the un-
veiling of the sculpture, means “helper.”

The sculptor and environmental artist insisted his inukshuk be positioned alongside
the street rather than in the courtyard of Beit Canada to increase its visibility.
Initially reluctant to appropriate another culture’s symbol, Hadany came to under-
stand that, rather than being decorative in the Western context of art, an inukshuk is
“an information-giving object in the space. Emphasizing a religious space, directing
people to where there is good fishing. It’s actually a language. It’s sculpture that cre-
ates a language in space.”

The judges wrote in their decision that Hadany’s proposal was a “classic sculpture
that is suited to and connects with its environment. The artist presents an interpreta-
tion that respects the original without copying it. It is obvious that a great deal has
been invested in planning and in the use of proportion, materials, light and shade.”

The sculpture was dedicated during the Jerusalem Foundation’s international confer-
ence in October in the Canada House garden. The playground around the inukshuk,

which is still being landscaped, was a gift of the Joffe family of Calgary, Alta.

Gil Zohar is a journalist based in Jerusalem.
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