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“Until the lions have their own historians, the history of the hunt will always
glorify the hunter.” — Chinua Achebe

BLOG: A CYCLIST TRANSFORMS STREET SEBAS VELASCO UNVEILS A MURAL IN
MARKINGS INTO WORKS OF ART. MANTOVA, ITALY
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In the heart of Aberdeen, an evocative installation titled “A
Silent Demonstration” by the artist Know Hope, also
known as Addam Yekutieli, offers a profound commentary
on the state of the world today. This piece, curated by
Nuart Aberdeen, serves as a poignant reflection of our
collective disillusionment and a beacon of hope amidst
pervasive darkness.

Photo by Clarke Joss Photography

Yekutieli's work is a reaction to the growing disillusionment he feels, spurred
by the violence and societal desensitization that have become alarmingly
normalized over recent months. His piece speaks to the horrors that unfold
under our watch, the moral erosion that allows manipulation and propaganda
to flourish, and the silence that facilitates the actions of war criminals and
fundamentalists. This silence, he argues, fills voids that threaten our future and

allows the insidious advance of fascism to go unchecked.

Faced with an abyss that seems to deepen and widen daily, Yekutieli expresses
a sense of futility in writing and making art. However, this perceived futility is
precisely what propelled him to engage with the local community in Aberdeen,
turning their experiences of disillusionment and hope into the central theme of

his installation. He collected stories from Aberdonians that touched on a wide

https://streetartunitedstates.com/a-silent-demonstration-an-art-installation-by-know-hope-in-aberdeen/
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array of human experiences—from feelings of social inadequacy and the

significance of family, to historical struggles such as The Troubles in Northern
Ireland and the anti-Apartheid movement in South Africa.

Photo by Brian Tallman

These personal narratives were transformed into large banners, creating a
tapestry of voices that collectively form a broken poem. This poem, infused
with tones of despair interspersed with glimmers of hope, captures the
complexity of the human experience. It serves as a reminder that even in

periods of severe injustice, history has shown that there are always pathways
to a better future.
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Photo by Hannah Judah

In Yekutieli's vision, it is crucial to maintain and cultivate a persistent belief in
the possibility of another, better world, despite the oppressive reality that can
make such optimism seem naive. This belief is not just a passive hope but a call

to action—to fight for this better world with every fiber of our being.

“A Silent Demonstration” is, in essence, a protest. Unlike the loud cries of
demonstrations that often fall on deaf ears, this installation is a form of silent
protest. It stems from disillusionment but is deeply rooted in hope. The
installation, displayed on an abandoned building, resembles white flags—
symbols of a shared plea for peace and a better future. It is a silent yet
powerful demonstration, embodying the resilience and determination to

envision and strive for a world that transcends the injustices of the present.
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Sami is the founder and editor of Street Art United States, an online community
that supports street artists. Sami often focuses on projects that have a strong
message related to relevant issues such as injustice, poverty and racism. Sami has
organized several legal street art murals in the Boston area and has hosted local

https://streetartunitedstates.com/a-silent-demonstration-an-art-installation-by-know-hope-in-aberdeen/ 5/15



9:50,6.6.2025 Know Hope yaxn - 2025 21xpIT - 090190 1'75 0100 72X 781w 02"y DX TRR KIN

T R TN 2

2025 21N{TIT

DX’ TN NIn Know Hope
17V DI0N 72N ,'TNIW'] 0'2"IVNN
090191N

* N %

00N DN ' TV N'N 7N ,2071N 'OY719 NI NIN INNIZ DTN 2NN NN
102N NN ovn nan’

AVT & N0'7 Y
2025 'NN1 28

Know Hope

NY NIV :N/'NN1
2025 :mw

NTIVN IN'T

TNIY' /TN2N NININ (PN

74 NIjTT

0'wTh 0’010 nTvn D'7NIY' D00

TNN NIN Know Hope INXY NN N22NW 78D DTN 2NN NN
NN NN NIN TNIWRA DD D710 DPOI71901 012PIVNAN DN
7AN ,01W NND \WNA NIMNAIN TV N |2 79101971 NI DT
NITOINA 2NN QNI 1722 7VI9 NIN DI N1 01N 12X N DY
NITTN NIMNTA NIN 172 1200 jN°0 .00 DNDIN NINN
NDIN IN2I NDIPN TN |WNIW ,1MXN NINY D170 NIDINNI

ND 7W NN D101 |19 7VI1,|912 1IN D7V'NT

72'0091 TNV NINNNA QNNWNY Know Hope 7V 010N NIN
NIV X "TIND MNNNT OWOINN — 91N INIX" N 7Y 2ANTIT

https://lwww.haaretz.co.il/gallery/cinema/docaviv/2025-05-28/ty-article-review/.premium/00000197-165e-d97f-afb 7-56de96d 10000 1/4



9:50,6.6.2025 Know Hope yaxn - 2025 21xpIT - 090190 1'75 0100 72X 781w 02"y DX TRR KIN

, 0¥ WyN NI 1197 I7¥ DIV0D'ON NI ININ DAY Ny
NN TVNN NN

AND DAY DT NPAT7 "IN'NPT AWONND 'Y N1y
19INY NN 010N NN AW NIPMEN NN NI
INXY 7V NYY |JNNNY D107 N1 AT'N] ININ

TN INNT 7710 N2Y ,0'MNI9'772 INITT? 7V 190N "IN'NI7 0101
17 '0ONINIVN 12VNN 7V DN'TINYT )N 1W191Y N9 NVNNI
JUNN2N N2'NAN INXY NN NIXNT NYENN N2Y 78T 170
NIIN'RIVIN N7NN 7Y ,NYTN 'MINIQN 12XN D) QPN Na1TNA
NN NINNDINIYE 071910 NZTTT 17 NINNIIETAI0 NN NINNY

110 DXV |n XN RINY NPNoNnl NIDANA DNTAY 1'Nany
277001 0'NXY NINJZTIT 7Y

TIND NN WO N D] NTN DT N'NAN WD 7 NT TN
NN{71N NNN'7N7 D1 |2IN21,0'N0YA ' TNYM IO NITIHYT
INNN NIN 0102 .0'910NN NFINTI NIV NINIMNENTINAN
07N WINWT,17Y NITIAYA DYIN'TA wIN'WN NI1TN2 12V YD
AXNN 7V NN XYT NNINN NIAND |0 17V i DY 217wy
19NN NIVTIN 7V NN 12UV |"2yn V70N INT )TN
D'TANNI DDT7INY ,D'OWINN DYIN'TN N ININ NONIT NIN'XNNY
2010717 TN, DNID NN INY'NAN

DMINI 02712 17¥ DYINTA N7ITLINNY [NND WNW N7 TI)
.N{7N{NN NIPIN] DN W'Y ,0P00{70N WRN NI NN TV OWN
0'NNN] N7 1770 0'00{700 TW NIIYONI NNMON M ‘722
DN7¥ DN N70 NOWN 119 NN 1'0N7 ' 71'W N, 0102
2N1 NIN'NYNN NIN NN RN 1 [OIND 7Y |1VN [T XTI

2 NIVXNND I'WNT Wi7an NI Nk, vy

j7'90N N7 N TAYN NN TIY'NN 7N VAN 'nY
YN NINY {790 |'N .I'7W DI0N NYIN '97) N"IVIIN

https://lwww.haaretz.co.il/gallery/cinema/docaviv/2025-05-28/ty-article-review/.premium/00000197-165e-d97f-afb 7-56de96d 10000 2/4



9:50,6.6.2025 Know Hope yaxn - 2025 21xpIT - 090190 1'75 0100 72X 781w 02"y DX TRR KIN

D NONN NI'NT N'TW D1 NW{7I,N21 N2V 1'9'7D
[7'90N N7 077N IN DI

7Y 02NN NTL7] NN YANT 121'01] 7Y 17w 010N |N12 1'XN 'Y
127N 7INY VNN NND .ININD DTN NN NINAT NID2T71 91N NI
NJINN XY NI2'079019 7Y AIT'WI NT NN VTINT NIN NI 101N
N7 NTNYN NN TIV'NN TN VAN MY )2 IND .OWTh WY
973 YN NINY {790 |'N .I7¥ 010N NWIN '97) TV'IVAIN 17'90N
NI 02 ,INNITT DNONN NIMT N7Y 0] NY471,N21 N0n
1NN MNTINY 17Y NIYIND NIDI2 D21 0'Yyonnl 717N 11Ne)
721 790N N7 NT 72N . TNI'N2 2N 27 N7V NP1 010N
DNV D' T2 0OV NN 7Y )"2YN 010 1IN

NIM7N NN NFEINID DAY NTNNT INITT IWONND 1Y
NYY JNNNY 0107 N11 NT'N2 ININ 91N NN 010N NN Nl7TNY
MINNNY NIND 02N NTIF72 TIND 010N, NY7N2 .NXY 7Y
N7 NTY QITVN IN,ONYTN VTIN 1N 7IN )NNNY 02T 02 VYNNI
NX{7 010 7Y N'N NYONN N1 NT7A7NNY D700 nWINNN

[122N 12T NN NIWYT |IX1 2NNY 010 7NN NN 7Y 09019N
IT'N JTNIQ RO DYN N LI 120 NN Y PN TV 72071

NI’ 100N NI DN 0L7N NI INXYT N7 NN 'INNAN
J"VIIOIN NI DY NNXIN N73;7NN NNMY Nl 1IN0

NL7T 74 A'nw N1y '8Nl .Know Hope

https://lwww.haaretz.co.il/gallery/cinema/docaviv/2025-05-28/ty-article-review/.premium/00000197-165e-d97f-afb 7-56de96d 10000

3/4



9:45 ,6.6.2025 Creating Powerful Art Through Conversations With Death Row Inmates

UPROXX SOUND+VISION MUSIC  FILM/TV  LIFE/TRAVEL HIPHOPDX DIMEMAG FC WwWQ =

Creating Powerful Art Through Conversations With
Death Row Inmates

ALLISON SANCHEZ X % JANUARY 30, 2017
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Addam Yekutieli (AKA Know Hope) works to create
discussion amongst people who wouldn’t normally be
able to have an objective conversation together. By
stripping down language and ideas and putting them
into the public sphere, he hopes to take away our
preconceived notions of people and politics and cut to
the emotional core of issues.

His projects all feature a human element, and whether
he’s writing to an inmate in Nashville or hand tattoing

a volunteer with meaningful words, he wants to
connect with people on a deep, emotional level. And
he wants his art to change, evolve, and grow with
every person who interacts with it.

I spoke to Addam on the phone and we discussed his
various projects, including his work with death row
inmates in Nashville. That project brings inmates’
words anonymously to the population at large, and
allows citizens to connect emotionally with a group of
the population that they normally wouldn’t have the
opportunity to hear from.
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It’s a powerful piece of work, and one that I really
looked forward to discussing with Addam at length.

ADVERTISEMENT

Why did you begin doing art in public spaces?

I've been making art my whole life. But I went through
this paradigm shift once I had discovered taking art
and placing it in a public space. It really changed the
way that I perceived the creative process. What I
could do with art that I was making, what type of
dialogue and conversation I could create. And that
again, really changed the way that I kind of perceived
this tool.

Working in a public space really allows for a broader
conversation. For your art to be part of a larger, more
collective reality. And to interact with the surroundings
and the people living in those surroundings in a more
intimate and direct way. Kind of becoming part of the
broader texture of the city.

What projects you’re working on?

There are three kind of main projects I've been
working on for the last few years. One is (called)
Vicariously Speaking.
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Yes! I'm super interested in that project. Can you
tell me more about it?

Basically, what I've been doing in that project is
corresponding with inmates that are currently on
death row in a Nashville prison. They’re all hand-
written letters. The correspondences ... I don’t do any
prior research about who the people that I'm
corresponding with are or what their backgrounds are.
I really wanted to start it from a neutral standing
point.

What do you talk about?

The topics really range. There’s no specific agenda to
the content, because the topics really range from the
personal to the political to the philosophical. You
know, it really varies, depending on who I'm
corresponding with.

ADVERTISEMENT

Then next stage of the project is to take phrases or
fragments of sentences out of their letters. And place
them in a public space. Once they’re out of their
original context, they become pretty much devoid of
their original intent or meaning. And that allows it to
take a more universal form. And once they’re placed in
public space, they’re interacting with society in a way,
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and there’s a certain presence of theirs — that is
placed in prominent places around the city.

The initial run was a series of billboards that we did in
Nashville this past June. It was amazing to see how
people really related to these phrases and found
personal meaning with phrases taken out of context.
Whereas I believe that if they would know where the
origin of the phrases were, they might not be able to
connect to it in the same way. There are a lot of
different ... The whole topic of death row and capital
punishment and prison system in America’s a very
complex and loaded issue.

Going into this project, did you have an idea of how
you felt about the death penalty? Did you have a
strong opinion?

I had my moral, kind of, conscience. But it wasn’t
something that I focused on in my work beforehand.
But since then it obviously is something that has
entered the forefront of my practice and my outlook.
For me, it is about allowing for a kind of a political or
social discussion or discourse to take place from an
emotional standing point. Generally, my work ... I try
to perceive different political situations or images as
emotional mechanisms because I feel that that
broadens the discussion and also makes it much more
accessible. I think that kind of bypasses certain
potholes that exist in these types of conversations
that are usually based on, kind of like polemics that
either is about preaching to the choir or creating
antagonism. I think a lot of people say, “Oh I'm not a
political person. I don’t know that much about the
current topics,” but I think that everyone knows what
it feels like to be jealous, to feel disillusioned, or to
feel heartbroken. I think that these situations are very
similar to these larger and more complicated issues. I
think that in my work I always try to kind of speak
through situations like that and then address these
larger, more complex issues.
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Can you tell me some specifics about the letters?
Has there been a letter or phrase that has really
emotionally affected you?

One thing that comes to mind, one of the sentences
that I selected was ... or a fragment of a sentence was
“falter in my struggle.”

Yeah, that’s really powerful.

For me, when I was asking people on the street what
they thought of it, or what the first associations and
conversations were, someone said that, “Everyone has
their ups and downs, and kind of strife in their
personal lives, but it’s always important to remember
that it passes and to remember to be forgiving towards
yourself.”

ADVERTISEMENT

I think for me, knowing where the original sentence
came from and who said it gave a very powerful layer
to how that sentence can be perceived. The original
sentence was, “I will never falter in my struggle to
better myself.” This is written by an inmate that has
been on death row for close to thirty years. These are
people that have gone ... Some of them have gone
through very significant transformations. It raises a lot
of moral questions, and questions about forgiveness.

https://uproxx.com/life/addam-yekutieli-art/ 5/12



9:45 ,6.6.2025 Creating Powerful Art Through Conversations With Death Row Inmates
That person was put on death row in his twenties and
now he is in his fifties. It raises questions about who is
going to be executed, the twenty year old that
allegedly committed the crime, or the transformed
fifty year old. I think that for me, it’s less about
conveying a specific agenda or certain message, but
more observing the emotional intricacies of these
issues. Just that sentence, “falter in my struggle,”
could make a person identify and connect in a very
deep and personal place, and then, for me, knowing
where it originated, was a very powerful moment to
witness.

Have you found out what the inmates did that put
them in prison and does that change in anyway how
you thought of them? Originally corresponding
without knowing?

Actually none of them, until now, have written about
that. My first letter was kind of an open letter.
Obviously each letter from that point on was written
individually to each person. The first letter, because I
didn’t know anything about any of the people... I was
talking about how it’s strange to start a
correspondence with someone that you know nothing
about ...On both ends, both them me and me them. I
was talking about how usually when you get to know
someone, you start with this exposition of yourself ...
kind of give your background. I told them that this is
something that I want to try not to do. (I wanted) to
start where we are now, whether it be physical or
metaphorical, and we’ll take it from there. I'm sure
that ... I could also, with enough research, find out
what each of these people are convicted for, but it’s
something that I feel would really hurt the integrity of
the project.

Things aren’t black and white. Things are very
complicated. There are a lot of racial issues, a lot of
mental health issues, a lot of negligence that takes
place. A lot of the backgrounds that a lot of these
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people come from are very difficult circumstances. It’s
very easy to get sucked into certain vicious cycles.
Again, it’s something that I am very respectful
towards.

Do you plan on meeting the inmates in person? Are
you planning a trip to Nashville at some point?

I hope to. I hope to at some point.

Your art is so dependent on people interacting with
your words and with your creations. Can you talk a
little bit about that? And specifically, your projects
that involve people tattooing phrases themselves?

Yeah. Well for me, you know, for the past ... I guess
over ten years, I've been developing this iconography
that I've been using in my work. Kind of like a visual
language, that was created to allow that dialogue, and
allow that conversation.

ADVERTISEMENT

By using reoccurring images, it allowed me to create a
common language with the viewer. All the images and
scenes that I depict in my work, they’re based on real-
life situations and human interactions that I see
around me that I attempt to translate into a broader,
more universal representation. After a while, I realized
that what I was doing is creating this kind of
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alternative universe that was very much associated
with me, and my practice and my work. And I really
believe that the strongest metaphors are all around
us. And at any given time, that we’re very much active
participants in the creation of these metaphors.

And then I went back to using text in my pieces. My
first outdoor pieces ever were all text-based. Then I
transitioned into image-based work. I choose different
locations and react to them, try to, in a way, personify
them. And for me, the text itself is not the actual
piece, but more the different situations that happened
in the periphery of the piece. So, for example, I write
“a minor refusal” on a wall, that’s not the piece. But
the piece is the older lady carrying grocery bags
walking next to it, or the couple that walks by and

hugs with that in the background. And because it has a
public space, there are endless images like that that
are created constantly.

How do you get pictures of people? Do you hang out
there and watch people interact with the piece, and
walk by?

Yeah. So for me, none of the pieces or the
photographs of the pieces are staged. It really is about
releasing control of the exclusive ownership of the
image. And of about suggesting an image as opposed
to illustrating one. And a lot of it I think is just kind of
knowing that even if I'm not there to capture it, there
are, you know, people that are seeing these pieces,
whether they’re not, you know, necessarily perceiving
them as artworks. For me, it is kind of about humbling
the artwork and becoming part of a larger dynamic.
So there’s kind of a million stories going on that you
never see.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Yeah, And you know, that kind of led me into the type
of work that I've been doing for the past few years. So
the Truth and Method Project is where I take these
phrases from my outdoor work and I tattoo them onto
people. I put out these open calls, so the people that
participate aren’t people that I know beforehand, or
aren’t from my social circles. So we’ll be essentially be
meeting each other for the first time through this kind
of encounter. And then, we speak a little. They get to
kind of ... I get to know them, to understand who they
are, they understand who I am, and where I'm coming
from with this project.

Then I tattoo a phrase from my outdoor work onto
them. I tattoo them all myself, because I think that is
a kind of very intimate exchange that takes place.

Wow. So these are permanent tattoos?

Yeah, these are real tattoos. And for me, it is really
about taking this text and transferring it onto people,
and allowing it to be incorporated into their personal
narratives. And later on, documentation takes place,
where I document them in their daily lives, and
through their different perceptions and
understandings of the phrase. And they completely,
again, create a new ownership over it. It distances me
from being like the exclusive author of the image. And
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for me, it’s a lot about just kind of intimate exchange
that continues afterwards. It’s a very long-term
project, so the documentation continues.

What else are you working on now?

What I'm doing now is working on a big show that
opens in April in London. For that exhibition I'm
working on a project that also uses letters as a starting
point. Letters that are written by Israelis and
Palestinians from all different backgrounds, as
eclectic as possible. All different walks of life, whether
it be religious, secular, left-wing, right-wing, settlers,
military refusers ... and again different people from
other religions and secular backgrounds in the
Palestinian community ... activists. I'm trying to make
the letters represent as broad of a demographic as
possible. What I'm doing in this project is creating a
replica of the segregation wall in the gallery, and again
taking phrases from the letters and scratching them
onto the wall. By taking these phrases out of their
original context, it’ll be hard to differentiate and to
understand or distinguish who wrote which text and
what their original intentions were. Each fragment of
the wall will have roots, like roots of a tree, sticking
out of it.

ADVERTISEMENT
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The project intends to examine the issues of
belonging, of nativity, of homeland, again through a
very philosophical and emotional standing point. The
Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a very complicated, very
real issue.

It seems like in a lot of ways, in several of your
projects, you’re creating dialogue between people
who would never speak to each other.

I think that is a large part of what I try to do. I think
that once things are kind of taken out of their loaded
context, it allows a birds eye view of a certain situation
... and again allows this intuitive understanding. For
me, it’s about attempting to break them down and
allowing people to recognize the humanity in others
without being perverted by preconceived notions.

You can follow Addam’s work at his website or on
Instagram.
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