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New York: 5 Gallery Exhibitions Feature

CONNECT

Works by Artists Felrath Hines, Henry Taylor, Q@

Tigist Yoseph Ron, Miles Greenberg, and
Barkley L. Hendricks

by VICTORIA L. VALENTINE on Feb 5, 2025 « 12:58 pm No Comments

CURRENTLY ON VIEW in New York, galleries are presenting a rare look at six decades of paintings by Felrath
Hines, Henry Taylor’s venture into printmaking, and the first U.S. solo exhibition of Ethiopian Jewish artist Tigist
Yoseph Ron. Solo exhibitions of Barkley L. Hendricks and Miles Greenberg also on view. The shows are closing in
the coming weeks.

FELRATH HINES, “Flowers,” 1963-67 (oil on canvas, 20 x 24 inches; Frame: 24 3/4 x 29 inches).

Felrath Hines: A Personal Pursuit @ Spanierman Modern, 958
Madison Ave, New York, N.Y. | Nov. 15, 2024-Feb. 15, 2025
Born in Indiana, Felrath Hines (1913-1993) was active in New York and Washington, D.C., where he was a

conservator at the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden. Known for his geometric abstractions,
this exhibition features 20 paintings dating from 1947 to 1992.
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HENRY TAYLOR, “It wasn't just Sunday, it was Easter Sunday and | had to wear a dress,” 2024 (color aquatint,
sugarlift and spitbite aquatints, 123.2 x 106.7 cm / 48 1/2 x 42 inches; framed 130.5 x 113.7 x 5.1 cm / 51 3/8 x 44
3/4 x 2 inches). | © Henry Taylor, Photo by Sarah Muehlbauer

Henry Taylor. no title @ Hauser & Wirth, West 18th Street, New York,
N.Y. | Nov. 1, 2024-Feb. 15, 2025
Known for his loosely rendered figure painting, Los Angeles artist Henry Taylor is exploring a new medium:

printmaking. The exhibition presents a series of limited-edition etchings and hand-painted monoprints created in
collaboration with Paulson Fontaine Press, a woman-owned studio, gallery, and publisher in Berkeley, Calif.

TIGIST YOSEPH RON, Detail of YAYA 1, 2024 (oil on canvas, 14 x 10 inches). | © Tigist Yoseph Ron, Courtesy
the artist and Fridman Gallery
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N.Y. | Jan. 9-Feb. 22, 2025

The debut U.S. solo exhibition of Ethiopian-born, Israel-based Tigist Yoseph Ron features new paintings and
charcoal drawings. The works explore the estrangement between the artist and her late father. Her layering and
erasure techniques engage memory.
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Installation view of “Miles Greenberg: Desire Path” at Salon 94

Miles Greenberg: Desire Path @ Salon 94, East 89th Street, New York,
N.Y. | Jan. 10-Feb. 15, 2025

Canadian-born, New York-based performance artist and sculptor Miles Greenberg is showing with Salon 94 for
the first time. The exhibition presents new marble sculptures and a nine-hour video featuring recent performance
works, including “Sebastian” (2023) and Respawn (2024).

BARKLEY L. HENDRICKS, “A Cute Little Lemon,” 2016 (oil on canvas, 19 1/4 x 29 3/8 x 1 inches, framed). | ©
Estate of Barkley L. Hendricks. Courtesy of the artist’s estate and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York
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Philadelphia, Pa.-born, New London, Conn.-based Barkley L. Hendricks (1945-2017) is best known for his
powerful portrait paintings. Curated by Elizabeth Sann, this exhibition taps into the visionary, cosmic, and
Afrofuturist symbolism that threads his practice. The presentation brings together works from across his oeuvre—
portraiture, compositional still lifes, landscapes, works on paper, and photography—dating from 1968 to 2016. The
title of exhibition is drawn from the 1972 film by Sun Ra (1914-1993), the experimental jazz composer and icon of
Afrofuturism. CT

CULTURE TYPE: 16 BEST BLACK ART

BOOKS OF 2024
BOOKSHELF

“The Life and Art of Felrath Hines: From Dark to Light” explores the life and work of artist Felrath Haines who
worked in abstraction and was a sought after conservator. “Barkley L. Hendricks: Solid!” is a comprehensive new
monograph of the artist. It is the fifth book in a series examining the entire practice of Barkley L. Hendricks with an

L. Hendricks: Landscape Paintings,” “Barkley L. Hendricks: Basketball,” and “Barkley L. Hendricks: Works on
Paper.” The volumes are available as a boxed set. Also consider the exhibition catalog, “Barkley L. Hendricks:
Portraits at The Frick.” The recent museum retrospective of Los Angeles artist Henry Taylor was accompanied by
the catalog “Henry Taylor: B Side.” Published in 2018, “Henry Taylor” is the first major monograph of the artist.

SUPPORT CULTURE TYPE

Do you enjoy and value Culture Type? Please consider supporting its ongoing production by making a MOVING ON UP: 24 MUSEUM

donation. Culture Type is an independent editorial project that requires countless hours and expense to CURATORS AND ARTS LEADERS WHO
research, report, write, and produce. To help sustain it, make a one-time donation or sign up for a recurring TOOK ON NEW APPOINTMENTS IN
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Portraits in Charcoal

TIGIST YOSEPH RON

AUGUST 7, 2023

Tigist Yoseph Ron’s expressive charcoal drawings on these two pages are taken from two
exhibitions: “The White Paper is Black Within” (Tel Aviv Museum of Art, February 9,
2020—October 4, 2021 Curated by Emanuela Calo) depicts portraits, events, and
impressions from the Atlit Absorption Center, where the artist stayed with her family after
immigrating to Israel in Operation Moses in 1984. Yoseph Ron engages with questions of
identity and self-determination through an exploration of her relationship with her mother,
who died when she was sixteen years old, and against the backdrop of the crisis of
immigration from Ethiopia to Israel. Her engagement with the difficulties of integration into
a new society and the price it entails also illuminates the stereotypes that inform the social
attitude toward others. ““Yayahode” (my beloved father in Amharic) is a newer series of

drawings of the artist’s father. She writes:



“Enyew Tareken was my heroic father. Me and my ten siblings called him “Yayahode”.... |
received and learned from Yayahode so much that I did not think it was a problem that I did
not receive expressions of affection or love from him. As one of my brothers explained, he

belongs to another time and place...he didn 't say he loved, he showed he loved.
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13 months of sunshine, 2023, charcoal on paper.

[ also felt that he belonged to a higher kind of existence or a movement that was bigger than
my earthy, emotional needs. When I was around him I felt that time and space behaved

differently. In his presence my time stopped, spaces expanded and distances shortened.

At the age of 90 Yayahode weakened, suffered greatly and needed me and my siblings. More
than anything it seemed to me that he needed affection, embrace and closeness. [ was by his
side but I could not express feelings that would relieve him in the slightest of his great
suffering or engage him in honest, comforting conversations that would help him get
through the empty days of inactivity. I had a real fear that crossing the barrier would spoil
some important balance that he had maintained all my life. I dared to challenge this fragile

balance only once, two weeks before he died. I gave him a quick kiss and a hug.”
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Self Portrait, 2015, charcoal on paper.







Mercato, 2019, charcoal on paper.
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What’s on » Past » Exhibition

Tigist Yoseph Ron: The White Paper is
Black Within

Curation Emanuela Calo

Date 2/9/20-10/4/21

Location Charles and Evelyn Kramer Galleries
Paulson Family Foundation Building

Recipient of the 2019 Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative-Realist Art

Exhibition Virtual Tour >

Tigist Yoseph Ron’s expressive charcoal drawings depict portraits, events, and impressions
from the Atlit Absorption Center, where she stayed with her family after immigrating to
Israel in Operation Moses in 1984. Yoseph Ron engages with questions of identity and self-
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toward others.

Video — A sneak peek at the exhibition Tigist Yoseph Ron: The White Paper is Black Within
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Yealemwork, 2015
Charcoal on paper, 29.5x21
Courtesy of the artist, Raanana
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Tigist Yoseph Ron's solo exhibition

9 Jan — 22 Feb 2025 at the Fridman Gallery in New York, United States

20 DECEMBER 2024

Tigist Yoseph Ron, Educating, 2024. Courtesy of Fridman Gallery

Fridman Gallery is honored to present Ethiopian-Israeli artist Tigist Yoseph Ron's debut solo exhibition in the United States.

The exhibition includes new paintings alongside Ron's signature charcoal-and-eraser drawings. While her work often explores
themes of motherhood and femininity, Yaya shifts focus, capturing the complex emotional dissonance between the artist and
her late father.

Through layering and erasure, Ron reclaims her memory and childlike perspective, observing her father from a distance and

unraveling their estranged connection.

"I deeply appreciate my family’s powerful legacy, but I often wish for a lighter burden, a chance to forge my own path. Though
my father’s strength and my mother’s spiritual lineage provide confidence, I sometimes feel undeserving, and the weight can be
debilitating. I wrestle with balancing my Ethiopian and Jewish heritage, my desire for individuality, and my discomfort when
straying too far from my roots. Moving to Israel at seven made me question the coexistence of Ethiopian and Israeli cultures.
Now, I try to reconcile these influences with my fascination for Black American culture. As I raise my children, I wonder if they
need deeper cultural grounding to thrive. Ultimately, a transcendent force moves my hand to the canvas, beyond any singular

identity".

(Tigist Yoseph Ron)

2 Email Share Tweet Share Pin

Shares



Fridman Gallery

Representing emerging and mid-career artists, participating in art fairs and featuring

intermedia performances alongside its exhibition program.

‘ Gallery profile ]

Izl | i

Location Founded in

New York, United States 2013
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1. Tigist Yoseph Ron, Celebrating, 2024. Courtesy of Fridman Gallery

2. Tigist Yoseph Ron, Yaya 5, 2024. Courtesy of Fridman Gallery
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Tigist Yoseph Ron: Unveiling the Emotions
Behind Displacement

by Charles Moore

2022 54x91 cm Charcoal on paper Courtesy of a Private Collection

Born in Ethiopiq, Tigist Yoseph Ron (born 1977) came to Israel with her
family during Operation Moses in the mid-1980s—and that sense of
movement is apparent in the striking charcoal drawings she
produces today. Already creating a legacy akin to that of the late
Charles White and his first wife, Elizabeth Catlett, Ron casts a
softness over her subjects, unveiling the emotions behind
displacement. Her charcoal drawings—always in black and white—
tell visual stories, touching on themes such as motherhood,
femininity and ostracism, which bring to life seemingly mundane
activities like convening on the couch (Afternoon (2022)), or


https://sugarcanemag.com/author/cmoore/
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spending quality time with a beloved pet (/tay (2022)) or preparing
fresh ingredients in the kitchen (Frying (2020)).

With quick yet realistic strokes, the artist begins each drawing with a
subject with whom she is close, obscuring the individual’s identity in
most cases by evoking a sense of movement or rhythm. Ron applies
light and shadow to her drawings with the utmost care, blending
shapes and forms to convey not only power, but vulnerability.

Putting Ron in conversation with White and Catlett, the viewer must
acknowledge that Ron is above all a storyteller. As White once stated,
“Art must be an integral part of the struggle. It can’t simply mirror
what's taking place .. It must ally itself with the forces of liberation.”
The artist referred to his own work as “images of dignity,” where he
chronicled the triumphs and challenges of African American
subjects—cementing his reputation as one of the most celebrated
artists in African American art history.



Tigist Yoseph Ron. Yealemwork, 2015
Charcoal on paper
29x21cm
Courtesy of the artist
Photographer: Elad Sarig

Ron achieves the same thing for Israel’s expansive population of
Ethiopian Jews. In representational form, she chronicles her subjects
living their daily lives, posing questions about identity and self-



discovery as she illustrates the impact of immigration from Ethiopia
to Israel. Placing her subjects in home settings, Ron illuminates the
challenges immigrants face in adapting to a new culture,
assimilating into a foreign society, and sacrificing the comfort of
home for what could amount to a better world.

But at what cost? What are the social attitudes to which these
immigrants must adapt? What is the price a person must pay to
leave their life behind and start anew? These are the questions Ron
asks her Ethiopian Jewish peers in Israel throughout her work—similar
to those White and Catlett asked their audiences about the Black
American experience in the mid-20'" century. Catlett shed light on
the female experience, just as Ron does in her drawings: using her
entire body to create, infusing a sense of physicality into the work to
make it more natural, more human.

The viewer experiences a similar sense of motion, following Ron'’s
charcoal lines that guide the eye through the drawing, crafting an
abstract rhythm that builds connection. There’s a deep intimacy
inherent in viewing Ron’s drawings as one observes the subjects at
home in contemplation.



Tigist Yoseph Ron, Home with Tatey, 2022
54x91cm
Charcoal on paper
Courtesy of a Private Collection




In much of her work, Ron explores her relationship with her mother,
who died when Ron was a teenager. She observes adult women as
they live their lives unobserved and unobstructed, shedding light on
the unique social attitudes that sustain them. Catlett, known for her
sculptures and prints, explored similar themes—among them racism,
classism and identity. Both artists create a palpable combination of
both vulnerability and strength, of both feeling at home and feeling
like an outsider.

And with her subjects’ facial features blurred, it is easy for viewers to
place themselves in these women'’s position—to wonder, what if that
were me? These subjects could be anyone, although in some cases,
Ron offers a more personalized take. Atlit (2019), for instance, is
admittedly based on a photograph captured after the artist’s family
immigrated to Israel; Ron and her relatives are the nine subjects,
their features abstract but their collective stance empowered. The
artist’s strokes are rapid and precise, designed to freeze-frame a
moment in time that isn't quite in focus but is vivid in its exactness. In
rare instances, Ron incorporates more detail into her subjects’ well-
defined features in works such as Fray (2018) and Hirut (2018),
capturing stillness while preserving the rhythm of her artistic hand.

A graduate of Bezalel Academy of Art and Design in Jerusalem,
Israel, Ron received the Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art in
2019, which included a solo show at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art in
2020. Currently, Ron is preparing for a collaboration with the
Jerusalem Print Workshop, in which she will create a series of works,
with the workshop providing all the materials she will need, along
with a designated workspace and teaching assistance. Following in
Catlett’s footsteps, the prints will continue to shed light on the Black-
female identity.

Ron lays a strong foundation for artists of color in Israel—bringing
some of the most essential voices to the forefront of the nation’s
sociopolitical discourse.
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