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THe Es R Fat Fenosa Contemporary Art Museum
inaugurates the ‘This is not an exit’ exhibition from
artistic duo Muntean/Rosenblum

* After travelling to some of the most prestigious galleries in the world, like the Tate Britain in
London and MoMA in New York, Markus Muntean and Adi Rosenblum arrive to the MACin A
Coruia with their new project that will bring the world of parkour into the museum.

* The exhibition, open to the public until 16 September, features a selection of more than 30
recent pieces from the Austrian-Israeli artistic duo.

01-03-2018

Today the Gas Natural Fenosa Museum of Contemporary Art (MAC) is inaugurating the new
exhibition This Is Not An Exit , from the artistic duo Muntean/Rosenblum formed by Austrian
Markus Muntean and Israeli Adi Rosenblum.

Running until 16 September, this MAC show features recent works by the artistic duo,
including two new series. The first, Self(ie) Series, conceptually confronts two different
attitudes through portraits made from selfies. The second series uses images taken from viral
videos with over 100,000 views on YouTube.

The title of the exhibition, This is not an exit, comes from the last line of Brett Easton Ellis’s
novel American Psycho (1991) and refers to the goal of a parkour runner: to find a way through.
Parkour is the training discipline of moving through obstacles in an urban or natural
environment. Muntean/Rosenblum see parkour as similar to the work of contemporary artists,
who must also imagine solutions to traverse and get through certain contexts, reflect, and
make decisions.

Markus Muntean (Graz, Austria, 1962) and Adi Rosenblum (Haifa, Israel, 1962) have
collaborated as an artistic duo since 1992. They live and work between Vienna, London and Tel
Aviv. In 1995 they founded Bricks & Kicks, one of the first artist-run exhibition spaces in
Vienna, which was in operation until 1998. Muntean/Rosenblum are internationally renowned
for conceptual works that combine references to art history and popular culture. In 2001 the
artistic duo were awarded the prestigious City of Vienna Prize for Visual Arts.

After showing at some of the most prestigious galleries in the world, like the Tate Britain in
London and MoMA (Museum of Modern Art) in New York, Markus Muntean and Adi Rosenblum
have come to MAC in A Corufia with their new project that sets reason against imagination:
looking at things from a logical and balanced perspective while comparing them to a painful

@chaotic present.



In the words of MAC Director Carmen Fernandez Rivera: “These artists have developed a
unique style and signature, appropriating a classical language to represent the subjects of their

pieces while seeking ambiguity between absolute banality and spiritual pathos.”
(https://www.naturgy.com/en/)

This is not an exit: Parkour arrives to the Museum

Painting is one of the central aspects of Muntean/Rosenblum’s work, but it gets more complex
from there: they also create drawings, text collages, photographs, and even large installations
with sculptural elements that become the backdrop for performances and film projections.
Their paintings mostly feature groups of young people in leisurely situations who seem to be
bored or melancholic, fluctuating between the everyday and familiar, and the mysterious and
ambiguous. These situations take place in bedrooms, public spaces, or in landscapes. The
subjects are positioned to mimic the postures seen in fashion magazines and historical
European paintings, from the Renaissance to the 19th century, so that ultimately these
unfinished and ongoing situations appear theatrical, like a frame from a film.

Their paintings are framed by white edges as if part of a comic strip, and this sensation is
enhanced by adding texts, not directly related to the scene, suggesting new levels of meaning.
These phrases and aphorisms are taken from books by prestigious and prolific authors. This
serves to literally underline that images should be read or interpreted, and to unseat the
represented image from its place of hierarchical importance and replace it with the context of
the specific installation.

Muntean/Rosenblum paintings are untitled, although they are identified by the beginning of
the phrase that appears in them, in parentheses. The lack of more explanatory titles adds to
their ambiguity. There are also colour paintings that are not entirely naturalist, as well as
others in black and white. This is another reference to cinema and photography and gives the
images, with their artificiality, an ambiguity in time.

Muntean/Rosenblum’s work is a kind of image science with no traces of historiographical,
formalist, or iconographic simplifications. They are more interested in the meaning of things,
considering the power of images and how they transform over time to constitute a labyrinth of
collective memory. Muntean/Rosenblum see things from a rational and balanced perspective,
combined with a complete identification with a sometimes chaotic and painful present,
tightening the binds between reason and imagination. This tension, which gives their work its
characteristic irresolution, and even discomfort, is also what makes it so attractive and
stimulating.

Gas Natural Fenosa Museum of Contemporary Art (MAC)

The Gas Natural Fenosa Museum of Contemporary Art (MAC) is a multidisciplinary centre for
contemporary culture. It is a dynamic, flexible and open space that combines exhibitions with
public involvement and participation, in order to stimulate artistic creation in all areas of
culture.

The Museum of Contemporary Art (MAC) has been establishing itself over the years not just as
an exhibition venue but as a meeting place too for artists, art-lovers and the public, offering an
extensive programme of cultural, educational, social and artistic activities that include
temporary exhibitions, lecture series and workshops for schools and professionals.

The Gas Natural Fenosa Foundation has shifted its activities towards more social issues, which
is why it has grouped all its cultural activities together and integrated them into the museum.
The Museum of Contemporary Art is now part of the Gas Natural Fenosa Foundation, joining
the ranks of the Gas Museum in Sabadell and the Bolarque Hydropower Plant Museum in
Guadalajara.
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KNOWLEDGE WOULD NOT NECESSARILY SERVE THEM, NOR WOULD IT MAKE THEM HAPPY. THERE WAS A CHANCE IT WOULD INSTEAD THROW LIGHT ON VISIONS THEY DID NOT WANT TO SEE

Muntean/Rosenblum, Untitled (“Knowledge would not necessarily...”), 2023. Qil, pastel chalks on canvas, 195 x 293 cm. ©
Muntean/Rosenblum. Photo: Sandro E.E. Zanzinger Photographie.
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The Stadel Museum is dedicating a solo exhibition to the artist duo Muntean/Rosenblum, featuring a video work and eleven
large-format paintings—including two new works—whose settings are places of transit: shopping centres, airport terminals,
hotels, or offices. Immersed in their own thoughts, the young protagonists stare intently at their smartphones or gaze into the
distance, are in motion or look out at the viewer with boredom or irritation. Set against anonymous urban backdrops, they look
like isolated extras in a contemporary stage play. Strange and at the same time familiar in their composition, the paintings
reflect an atmosphere of lethargy and indifference. It is a painful yet liberating moment that marks the transition from
adolescence to adulthood—a state of limbo. As if looking through a magnifying glass, Muntean/Rosenblum address central
themes of our time: the ambivalence of human existence, the growing insecurity of the individual, and a pervasive sense of
transience.

“Non-places underpin Muntean/Rosenblum'’s working principle, which is primarily concerned with the possibilities of
figurative painting. The artist duo’s decision to draw their motifs from an archive and to abandon their respective identities in
favour of a joint signature already poses a challenge to painting, namely the lack of authorship. The concept of non-places is
the logical extension of these considerations. As Muntean/Rosenblum take great care to deprive their works of a thematic
statement, the viewer is challenged in his or her own perception: What does one want to see? How does one interpret the
scene? What is real and what is not? The painting unfolds in this field of tension, between these poles, and is thus perhaps
even closer to abstraction than to figuration,” explains Svenja Grosser, Head of the Contemporary Art Collection and curator of
the exhibition.

The two artists Markus Muntean (b. 1962) and Adi Rosenblum (b. 1962) have been working together since the 1990s. In their
primarily painterly oeuvre, they impressively combine their identities to create one artistic signature. Their work fluctuates
between the influences of past art periods and contemporary pop-cultural phenomena. While their compositions are firmly
anchored in the pictorial memory of art history, referencing well-known masterpieces from the Renaissance to Modernism,
their figures are taken entirely from the present. They stem from an image archive established over many years, fed by
photographs from lifestyle magazines, the Internet, and their own photo shoots. The artist duo uses this rich pool of images as
a basis for creating peculiar scenes through the medium of painting.

Philipp Demandt, Director of the Stadel Museum: “With their interlinking of past and present, the works of the artist duo
Muntean/Rosenblum fit perfectly into the Staddel Museum'’s collection, which spans more than 700 years of art. As a museum
of pictures, we focus on painterly positions with regularly changing exhibitions in the Contemporary Art Collection and thus
follow how painting expands, redefines itself, and breaks new ground across epochs. The art of Muntean/Rosenblum
epitomises this borderline and tightrope walk of painting in contemporary art: drawing on photographs, they create surreal,
collaged paintings at the interface between conceptual art and figurative genre painting.”

Recently, Svenja Grosser (b. 1991) took over the position as the new Head of the Stadel Museum'’s Collection of Contemporary
Art. At the Stadel Museum since 2018, she has been responsible for the scholarly aspects of the collection as deputy director
for the past three years and has curated numerous exhibitions—most recently Victor Man: The Lines of Life and Ugo
Rondinone: Sunrise. East. Her research interests include contemporary painting, 20th and 21st century staged photography,
museology, and gender theory.

Director: Dr Philipp Demandt

Curator: Svenja Grosser (Head of the Contemporary Art Collection,

Stadel Museum)

Press contact: Pamela Rohde (Head of Press and Online Communication)
presse@staedelmuseum.de / T (+49 69) 605098 170

Press material: here (texts and images for download)
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Muntean/Rosenblum
Mirror of Thoughts

About the Exhibition

As if looking through a magnifying glass, Muntean/Rosenblum address central
themes of our time: the ambivalence of human existence, the growing insecurity of
the individual, and a pervasive sense of transience. The two artists Markus
Muntean (b. 1962) and Adi Rosenblum (b. 1962) have been working together since
the 1990s. In their primarily painterly oeuvre, they impressively combine their
identities to create one artistic signature. The Stidel Museum dedicated a solo
exhibition in its Contemporary Art Collection to the artist duo, featuring a video
work and eleven large-format paintings.

The settings are places of transit: shopping centres, airport terminals, hotels, or
offices. Immersed in their own thoughts, the young protagonists stare intently at
their smartphones or gaze into the distance, are in motion or look out at the
viewer with boredom or irritation. The work of Muntean/Rosenblum fluctuates
between the influences of past art periods and contemporary pop-cultural
phenomena. While their compositions are firmly anchored in the pictorial



memory of art history, referencing well-known masterpieces from the Renaissance
to Modernism, their figures are taken entirely from the present. They stem from
an image archive established over many years, fed by photographs from lifestyle
magazines, the Internet, and their own photo shoots. The artist duo uses this rich
pool of images as a basis for creating peculiar scenes through the medium of
painting: Set against anonymous urban backdrops, the dramatically arranged
young people look like isolated extras in a contemporary stage play. Strange and at
the same time familiar in their composition, the paintings reflect an atmosphere
of lethargy and indifference. It is a painful yet liberating moment that marks the
transition from adolescence to adulthood — a state of limbo.

Curator
Svenja Grosser (Head of the Contemporary Art Collection, Stidel Museum)

Project Coordinator
Maja Lisewski (Assistant curator, Contemporary Art Collection, Stadel Museum)
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Muntean / Rosenblum

BY PATRICIA GRZONKA IN REVIEWS | 06 JUN 99

Markus Muntean and Adi Rosenblum have become known principally as curators of the now-defunct project roor

Bricks & Kicks in Vienna, for which they organised a series of group shows within an architectonic space.

For this show, they collaborated on a series of acrylic paintings - large-scale translations of their earlier book-sizs
images and text collages. The paintings depict young, slim, urban people, staring directly out at the viewer. Their
poses and fashionable clothing suggest that they are part of the cultural scene - a typical hip gallery crowd. A you
man in a cyclamen-coloured shirt, standing on a balcony above a street jammed with traffic, has the melancholy
thought: 'They could arrest me for everything I like about myself'. One looks for connections between text and
image, but the images are isolated, without any real narrative context. Absolute meaning is constantly thwarted,
throwing the viewer back on random associations. The comic genre with which Muntean/Rosenblum play - whicl
the German-speaking world has a far weaker tradition than in Anglo-Saxon countries - is perfectly suited to

dismantling one's expectations of an image's possibilities.

Working like modern copyists who have yet to develop their own art language, the artists attempt to create new
applications within existing idioms, and their formal framework makes it possible to reprieve unfashionable styli
elements and discourses in art. In the gallery entrance stands a three-metre-high, beige-grey, baroque-like cloud
constructed of Polystyrene and plaster. Muntean/Rosenblum have reanimated the once universal emblem of
apocalyptic threat - the atomic bomb - giving it new meaning. For them, it is not only a lasting symbol of
catastrophe anxiety, but also a sign intrinsically connected to 'big' emotions. Presenting a mushroom cloud as a
monument in the gallery is of course, self-consciously cynical, but it is also a played-down gesture, as if the

potential danger of today's art could easily be extinguished and banned to the realm of fiction.



In the accompanying drawing series 'Needless to Say' (1999), one again encounters lonely protagonists wearing

Nikes and T-shirts. This time they are juxtaposed in almost grotesque poses with worn-out technical appliances.
girl kneels as if in prayer by a parked car; with a meaningful shrug of his shoulders, a young man opens an empty
refrigerator: these pathetic physical gestures emphasise the banality of the pre-apocalyptic everyday. But as well-
informed recyclers of visual codes, Muntean/Rosenblum do not confine their area of observation to conventional
everyday terrain, like fashion magazines or advertisements. Rather, they incorporate the sidelined field of Christi
iconography - scars and mysterious stigmata on beautiful bodies become profane variations of Christ's wounds. V
this shift, which draws on the aesthetic surface of our surroundings, Muntean/Rosenblum pursue a cosmetic form

decontextualisation.



Is
Muntean/Rosenblu
m the Instagram’s

forerunner?

Stefano Pirovano

A decade before the social networks were born
Muntean/Rosenblum had questioned the
Instagram format, and predicted its

consequences.



THE SKY'S A CLOTH THE EYE A PABSERBY WITH MIRRORS,
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Muntean/Rosenblum, Untitled [The sky’s a cloth...], 2018, oil on canvas, 85

x 126 cm. Courtesy of Muntean/Rosenblum, Galerie Ron Mandos,

Amsterdam.

Premise. Muntean/Rosenblum is a single artist. That is to say, as it often happens in these cases

(look for instance at Guyton/Walker or Lutz/Guggisberg), the creative identity which bears the

surnames of the two people making it counts more than their sum, and it has become something
different from them. In a recent chat we had with Adi Rosenblum, she explained us that her
relationship with Markus Muntean, who is also her life partner, has generated over the years
something that goes beyond the couple itself. ‘“We are together day and night. We share work and
life. I think I could say by now that, at least on a professional level, but maybe on a personal one
too, we have become one’.



GUILT, BY REMINGING US WHAT WE MUSTN'T DO, SHOWS US WHAT WE MAY WANT,

Muntean/Rosenblum, Untitled (,,Guilt, by reminding ...*), 1999,

acrylic on canvas, 170 x 135 cm.

The recent solo-shows at MOCAK in Krakow and at MAC in A Corufa have certainly marked a

turning point in Muntean/Rosenblum’s work. Now the performances that ‘happen’ with the

paintings on the opening day keep on existing independently on Youtube. The cuts on the actors’

faces at MOCAK are still bleeding. ‘This is something we have been interested in for a very long

time. There is a deep similarity between the artistic performances and the videos a lot of people
spontaneously upload on Youtube. We believe that to a certain extent this platform can be compared
to a museum‘. And because the public dimension of the artwork has been food for thought for
Muntean/Rosenblum since their debut in the early 1990s, the choice of ‘existing’ on a platform like
Youtube seems to come as the most natural consequence. ‘At this point — explains Rosenblum — it is
not even necessary to say that we are dealing with art’. They’d rather be part of the flow instead of

declaring a specific goal’.



Muntean/Rosenblum. The prophecy.
From Youtube to Instagram, it is but a short step. A more controversial and interesting issue seems
to be coming up here. Indeed, whoever is familiar with the pictorial work of Muntean/Rosenblum as
well as with the most popular social networking platform of today (at least for the art world) may
have noticed a unique similarity. Two decades before Instagram summed up Facebook and Twitter
thereby achieving the best combination of image and text, Muntean/Rosenblum had already started
working on this very same relationship, with a format which was very similar to the one Instagram
is known for. This similarity is even more thought-provoking if you think that, at least until a

certain point, Instagram used only square photos.
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EVERYTHING WAS AS IT HAD BEEN A MINUTE AGO, EXCEPT FOR A SENSE OF GENERAL SUSPENSION, AS OF THINGS HOL DING
THEMSELVES IN STILLMESS, NOT DARING TO BREATHE.

Muntean/Rosenblum, Untitled (,,Before we know it...*), 2000,

acrylic on canvas, 200 x 250 cm.

In this respect Adi Rosenblum asserts ‘the market tends to provide a far too narrow interpretation of
what painting actually is‘. Fair enough. Some social networks show once again how the image goes
beyond the essence of the very same piece of art. The Mona Lisa ‘exists’ as an image in books, on
the web, and million of people know it through channels and supports which are very different from
the museum and the poplar wood panel it was painted on. The object is unique, while the image is
endless. The same law generally distinguishes the object-work from its image, which is indeed
protected by a bunch of negotiable rights. Social networks are thus a fundamental vehicle for the
image before than for the painting, a vehicle ‘that we are interested in experimenting‘ explains
Rosenblum. However social networks, particularly Instagram, are something that the painting of
Muntean/Rosenblum has somehow been able to predict. The arts anticipate the effects: ‘In the past
many people noticed how the characters of our paintings rarely communicate with each other, not
even when they are grouped together. That same form of individualism we attempted to convey can

be currently found in the billion of selfies that are posted everyday on the social media“.



Moreover, Muntean/Rosenblum has always been working on the relationship between text and
image too. It seems almost a prophecy. In her painting the word has always been assigned to
another space, different from where the scene is happening, that looks like a sort of screen within
the painting. Likewise, the social media are designed in a way that until recently you couldn’t add
any text to the image. Muntean/Rosenblum was already on Instagram even before Instagram was

born.

With regards to the written part in the paintings, Adi Rosenblum adds: ‘Text is for us what music is
for a movie. It places the images within a certain atmosphere thus making them more expressive®.
In this instance we have the feeling that it is about the atmosphere of a reality represented as the
reality would like to be, rather than how it actually is. There is a delicate sensuality in the
characters who ‘are posing’ like the models of the collective imagination they are based on, that of
advertising and fashion shoots. ‘Through the magic of painting we can create spaces which are
exclusively pictorial, even when they look real® points out Rosenblum. Again, we could say the
same about Instagram. Even though in this latter case it’s not sure we are dealing with ‘white’

magic, or ‘black’ magic.

THE ROOM WAS A Pooe OF CALM [N THE MIDST OF A RAGING STORM, SoMEROW ALL EVENTS OF THE TIME TRUNDLED PAST VS, VIVID,
FAUDLY COLOURED TOo REAL To BE REAL, LIKE FRAGMENTS OF 4 FORGOTTEN DREAM

Muntean/Rosenblum, Untitled (The Room was a Pool), 2005, oil on canvas, |

220 x 260 cm. Courtesy of Collezione Giuseppe lannaccone.

‘This aspect has often been misinterpreted. Many people argued that we intended to represent a
certain generation, but it isn’t so. As a matter of fact, we started in the 1990s and we still paint the

same themes. We have never really been interested in the generational debate. Media tend to get rid



of what is old and, on the contrary, prefer to picture youth and its beauty. This is indeed what we
have tried, and we do try, to portray. We are interested in the archetypes through which society

represents itself, rather than in a single individual or social group®.

Muntean/Rosenblum and their followers.

As the characters of Muntean/Rosenblum, also Anne Imhof’s ones have so far represented

adolescents who are distant, unreacheable, fickle (perhaps), seductive (surely), sometimes weak,
sometimes gifted with extraordinary skills, nevertheless always trapped in the image of them the
media convey. But the premise they come from is different, that is a society which is nowadays at
the mercy of those contemporary titans that in the 1990s were above all promises of a better future.
We could add to this comparison the work of the early works of photographer Ryan McGinley, who
also pictured the adolescence, attempting to capture, from within and with a hint of positive

nativity, its extraordinary energy.

Anne Imhof, Angst 11, 2016, performed at Hamburger Bahnof, Berlin. Ph.

Stefano Pirovano.

Compared to McGinley or Imhof, however, Muntean/Rosenblum decides to adopt a traditionally
artistic point of view, that of painting which, as such, cannot help but dealing with its own past.
‘There is something in painting that connects you directly to people’s heart, and this is what still
fascinates us‘ says Rosenblum. Their figurative choice leads to emotions before than to the
intellect. The source is often photography. Up to a certain point Muntean and Rosenblum turned to
fashion magazines, then they searched the web, using especially Flickr and getting inspired by
private archives. Every now and then they also work with models, selected through casting and
agencies. Once the characters and background are chosen, Muntean/Rosenblum draws a sketch on
Photoshop, then moves to painting, which at the moment is focused on shades and artificial light.
While painting, Muntean/Rosenblum listens to audio-books, from where the titles of the artworks

are actually taken.
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MIRROR OF THOUGHTS. Muntean/Rosenblum — Stidel
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KNOWLEDGE WOULD NOT NECESSARILY SERVE THEM, NOR WOULD IT MAKE THEM HAPPY. THERE WAS A CHANCE IT WOULD INSTEAD THROW LIGHT ON VISIONS THEY DID MOT WANT TO SEE

Stadel Museum is currently showing the exhibition MIRROR OF THOUGHTS by the artist duo Markus
Muntean and Adi Rosenblum. The two artists Markus Muntean (b. 1962) and Adi Rosenblum (b. 1962) have
been working together since the 1990s. In their primarily painterly oeuvre, they impressively combine
their identities to create one artistic signature. The Stidel Museum is dedicating a solo exhibition in its
Contemporary Art Collection to the artist duo, featuring a video work and eleven large-format paintings -
including two new works - whose settings are places of transit: shopping centres, airport terminals,
hotels, or offices. Immersed in their own thoughts, the young protagonists stare intently at their
smartphones or gaze into the distance, are in motion or look out at the viewer with boredom or irritation.

Image above: Muntean/Rosenblum (both*1962), Untitled (“Knowledge would not necessarily...”), 2023, Oil,
pastel chalks on canvas, 195 x 293 cm, Jorge M. Pérez Collection, Miami, © Muntean/Rosenblum, Photo: ©
Sandro E.E. Zanzinger Photographie 2023

The work of Muntean/Rosenblum fluctuates between the influences of past art periods and contemporary pop-
cultural phenomena. While their compositions are firmly anchored in the pictorial memory of art history,
referencing well-known masterpieces from the Renaissance to Modernism, their figures are taken entirely from
the present. They stem from an image archive established over many years, fed by photographs from lifestyle
magazines, the Internet, and their own photo shoots. The artist duo uses this rich pool of images as a basis for

creating peculiar scenes through the medium of painting: Set against anonymous urban backdrops, the



dramatically arranged young people look like isolated extras in a contemporary stage play. Strange and at the

same time familiar in their composition, the paintings reflect an atmosphere of lethargy and indifference. It is a
painful yet liberating moment that marks the transition from adolescence to adulthood - a state of limbo. As if
looking through a magnifying glass, Muntean/Rosenblum address central themes of our time: the ambivalence

of human existence, the growing insecurity of the individual, and a pervasive sense of transience.

Philipp Demandt, Director of the Stadel Museum: ‘With their interlinking of past and present, the works of the
artist duo Muntean/Rosenblum fit perfectly into the Stadel Museum’s collection, which spans more than 700
years of art. As a museum of pictures, we focus on painterly positions with regularly changing exhibitions in the
Contemporary Art Collection and thus follow how painting expands, redefines itself, and breaks new ground
across epochs. The art of Muntean/Rosenblum epitomises this borderline and tightrope walk of painting in
contemporary art: drawing on photographs, they create surreal, collaged paintings at the interface between

conceptual art and figurative genre painting.’

Exhibition view Muntean/Rosenblum. Mirror of Thoughts, Photo: Stadel Museum - Norbert Miguletz

Svenja Grosser, Head of the Contemporary Art Collection and curator of the exhibition, adds: ‘Non-places
underpin Muntean/Rosenblum’s working principle, which is primarily concerned with the possibilities of
figurative painting. The artist duo’s decision to draw their motifs from an archive and to abandon their respective
identities in favour of a joint signature already poses a challenge to painting, namely the lack of authorship. The
concept of non-places is the logical extension of these considerations. As Muntean/Rosenblum take great care to
deprive their works of a thematic statement, the viewer is challenged in his or her own perception: What does
one want to see? How does one interpret the scene? What is real and what is not? The painting unfolds in this
field of tension, between these poles, and is thus perhaps even closer to abstraction than to figuration.

The pictorial worlds of Muntean/Rosenblum oscillate between reality and illusion. While the scenes in their
paintings appear to be coherent at first glance, certain details reveal that they could never have taken place in
this way: the looks and actions of the people portrayed deviate unnaturally from one another, overlap, and do
not fit into the depicted situation. This effect results from the process of creating the paintings, in which material
from the artist duo’s image archive is first combined into a digital collage and then transferred to the canvas. The
artist duo rarely stretches the canvases, which can measure up to five metres in width, on frames, but instead
pins them directly to the wall. The reference of their compositions to important works of art history is sometimes
more, sometimes less obvious, for example through the use of concrete motifs or subtle allusions, such as the
use of central perspective as the greatest achievement of painting since the Renaissance.



NOTHING FIXES A THING SO INTENSELY IN MEMORY AS THE WISH TO FORGET IT,

Muntean/Rosenblum (both*1962), Untitled ("Nothing fixes a thing...”), 2010, Oil on canvas, 62 x 60 cm, Private collection, Vienna, ©
Muntean/Rosenblum, Photo: © Jens Preusse

Muntean/Rosenblum’s depictions are not to be understood in terms of photorealism. The framing with a white
border, similar to a comic strip, further emphasises the illusionism of painting as a ‘window to the world’. In the
lower part of the paintings, succinct quotations from literary works by authors such as Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
Deborah Levy, Rebecca Solnit, and Virginia Woolf open up a further, fascinating level, which, however, does not
establish a direct link between image and text and thus denies any reliable approach to interpretation. Instead, it
invites the viewer to fill and expand the space created with his or her own thoughts and associations. The title of
the exhibition at the Stddel Museum is taken from the work Untitled (“The earth is literally a mirror ...”) (2019). It
is a quotation from Saul Bellow’s 1970 novel Mr Sammler’s Planet: ‘The earth is literally a mirror of thoughts.
Objects themselves are embodied thoughts. Death is the dark backing that a mirror needs if we are to see

anything’

The places of transit, as they appear in the works in the exhibition Mirror of Thoughts, are also referred to as non-
places. According to the French anthropologist Marc Augé, they have neither an identity of their own nor a
specific history or relationship. They harbour a certain ambivalence, which is reflected in the concept of the
works. People who spend time in airports, waiting rooms, tube stations, hotels, or offices, enter into a contract -
for example, when they buy a plane ticket. They lose their status as individuals and become guests, passengers,
or customers.

The young people in Muntean/Rosenblum’s paintings also have no identity. They have been erased in the
working process: deprived of their original task, they are not assigned a new action in the new pictorial context
either. For example, the posture of the central figure in Untitled (“What lies ahead ...”) (2023) does not fit into the
situation at the airport. In the works of Muntean/Rosenblum, inconspicuous details suggest a transformation
from individual subject to pure object. The emergency exit sign in Untitled (“To hope is dangerous ...”) (2023), for
example, is addressed to every person who sees it, and the ATM in Untitled (“It’s the tragedy of ...”) (2016) also



communicates equally with everyone. An enigmatic hotel scene in Untitled (“To go wrong ...”) (2010) shows the
extent to which the resulting anonymity can be associated with loneliness. Although the two figures are in a
private space, there is no personal relationship between them. With the open-plan office in Untitled (“Nothing
fixes a thing ...”) (2010), the artist duo provides a fitting stage for the objectification of the human being, who

here becomes a mere employee without a personality.

Ausstellungsansicht Muntean/Rosenblum. Mirror of Thoughts, Foto: Stddel Museum - Norbert Miguletz

Muntean/Rosenblum’s oeuvre also includes performance and video art. The film This Is Not An Exit (2017, 3:13
min.), presented in the exhibition, tells the story of how much strength and effort it can take to develop and
shape one’s own identity. On an abandoned building with its modern architecture, the artist duo stages two
parkour runners who at times appear serious and exhausted. They can be seen during breaks or shortly before
their actual activity, accompanied by a specially composed, repetitive soundtrack that reproduces fragments
from Gertrude Stein’s novel The Making of Americans. Published in 1925, the story focuses on the history and
development of American families and individual personalities, making the point that a person’s identity is
determined not only by their individual characteristics, but also by the relationships and connections they have

with other people.

Markus Muntean (b. 1962 in Graz, Austria) and Adi Rosenblum (b. 1962 in Haifa, Israel) have been
collaborating since 1992 and live in Vienna. Their work has been presented internationally in solo exhibitions,
including at the Albertina, Vienna, Austria (2022); the Museum of Contemporary Art, Krakdw, Poland (2018); the
Museo de Arte Contemporaneo, A Corufia, Spain (2018); the Parkview Museum, Beijing, China (2017); the Galerie
flr Zeitgendssische Kunst, Leipzig, Germany (2007); and the Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Castilla y Ledn,
Ledn, Spain (2006). The artist duo is represented in numerous collections, including those of The Museum of
Modern Art, New York, USA; the Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Castillay Ledn, Léon, Spain; the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Krakéw, Poland; the Museum Kunstpalast, Diisseldorf, Germany; the Tel Aviv Museum of Art,
Tel Aviy, Israel; and the Museum moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig Wien, the Belvedere 21er Haus, the Albertina,
and the Museum fiir angewandte Kunst, Vienna, Austria.

WHEN?

Exhibition period: Friday, 3. May until Sunday, 1. December 2024
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ART IN REVIEW

Muntean/Rosenblum: “The Nemesims’

By Ken Johnson
Nov. 22, 2012

Team Gallery
47 Wooster Street, SOHO
Through Dec. 21

The London and Vienna-based team of Markus Muntean and Adi Rosenblum are well
known in Europe for downbeat, existentialist one-liners in the form of painted and drawn
images with enigmatic captions. A painting in this show pictures two young men standing
in a room, one shirtless, in a disconsolate mood. The text reads, “On the surface an
intelligible lie; underneath, the unintelligible truth.” Along with works by Robert
Mapplethorpe, Gilbert & George and Raymond Pettibon, among others, the
Muntean/Rosenblum painting is incorporated into a neatly constructed, walk-in
installation. Painted entirely battleship gray, it mimics the simplified interior and cutaway
exterior of a suburban home from The Sims, the popular computer game.

k _ o | |
The walk-in installation in the Muntean/Rosenblum show, “Nemesims,” at Team Gallery.

Team Gallery, New York



Players of the Sims game move in a virtual environment where by doing the right things
they acquire the means to construct, furnish and decorate their own homes and thus
increase their general happiness, as quantified by the game’s metrics. The fun is not in
beating competitors but in the exercise of increasingly complex managerial capabilities.
Since the only conspicuous signs of life-enhancing achievement in the gallery are the
actual artworks, the whole installation becomes a satire of art collecting as a form of
domestic consumerism and, more broadly, of capitalist determinism. But because the
message is so obvious and the Sims ecology only superficially evoked, the installation as
a whole falls flat. With little conceptual payoff for much investment in the theatrical
setting, it is too much and not enough.

A version of this article appears in print on, Section C, Page 32 of the New York edition with the headline: Muntean/Rosenblum:
‘The Nemesims'’
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THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO WILL NEVER UNDERSTAND THE TRAGIC BEAUTY
OF THE TRANSIENT, THE EPHEMERAL AND THE SOON-TO-DIE.
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THE MYSTERY LIES IN THE HERE AND NOW, THE MYSTERY IS: WHAT IS ONE TO.DOD WITH OMESELF?
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Muntean/Rosenblum
1962

Lives in Vieanna, AT. Works in Vieanna, AT.
Represented by: Galerie Ron Mandos

Markus Muntean was born in 1962 in Graz, Austria. Adi Rosenblum was born in
1962 in Haifa, Israel.

Muntean/Rosenblum live and work in Vienna, the city where they met while
studying at the end of the 1980s. The artists have collaborated since 1992.

Large-scale painting is one of the core aspects of their practice. However, they
often expand their work by creating large installations with sculptural elements
where performances are staged or films screened. In addition, they make drawings
as well as collages with texts and photographs.

In their work, Muntean/Rosenblum mix references to art history and present-day
popular culture. They mostly depict groups of apparently lethargic or melancholic
young people in idle situations, which are either ordinary and everyday or
mysterious and ambiguous. The often-dreamy scenes take place in rooms, public
spaces or landscapes as if part of a film, presenting unresolved situations in the
making. The characters seem to adopt postures copied from fashion magazines, or
from paintings originating from the renaissance to the nineteenth century. Their
work is frequently accompanied by captions or texts not-directly relating to the

A Show less
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Artworks by Muntean/Rosenblum

Untitled (,,W... Untitled (,,M... Untitled (,,As... Untitled (,,An...
2020 2023 2023 2023
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€1.000-€2.000
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In the Studio
Muntean/Rosenblum, Vienna

»Painting is our obsession.«

Markus Muntean and Adi Rosenblum have been an artist duo since 1992. As conceptual artists, they bring
together motifs from art history and popular culture in their drawings, paintings, performances, and installations.
Here they continually play with lifestyles of a youthful society, one that never wants to grow old. By appropriating
and interweaving images from different sources, they critically reflect, especially with figurative painting, a (media)
world of influenceability.

Adi, Markus, how did you get into art?

Adi: | have been painting since | was a child and was always fascinated by art ... So it was a romantic idea from
the beginning to become a painter, inspired by masters like Caravaggio. | grew up in Israel and there were very
few originals to see in museums, there weren't that many travelling exhibitions then either, but being able to see
them was very important to me. From the beginning, figurative painting was in the foreground for me. There were
times when | tried something else, but in the end | decided on figurative painting. Figurative painting creates a
specific meta-level for me — the painted view can be more emotionally moving and mysterious than any real
situation.

Markus: For me, there are two main strands; on the one hand, the realization very early on of not wanting to fulfill
social expectations and seeing oneself as an outsider in a positive sense, and on the other hand, an early
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You studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna and joined forces as an artist duo in 1992. How did that
come about?

M: We shared a studio and there was this period of working side by side, where everyone produced works for
themselves. But then it slowly grew together organically, so that one intervened in the other’s work or that there
were overlaps. It was largely a case of luck, although there were discussions on the approach to deciding upon
the compositions, but apart from that there was no disagreement, and that's what made the collaboration possible
in the first place.

' N

A: When we met, it was also the great love and we were interested in the same thing and had common goals.
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When people talk about you, they often say “one work two artists”, “four-handed painting” or “double
authorship”. What is your position on this?

A: We studied at the same time, in the late 80s, and at that time there was this cult of painter princes and we
thought it was ridiculous. In the 90s, art was dominated by conceptual approaches and painting had rather taken a
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M: I'm amazed at the tenacity of these artists’ work, such as the spontaneity, the pouring over the canvas. This
new persona is an evolved structure for us and also fits into our concept, like the questioning of the contemporary
ego structure, what is the ego anyway? Because we paint portraits, but are they really portraits ... lt's a game with
identities and we have developed a signature style that is practiced by two people.

Does that mean there was never any thought of a loss of identity for you?

A: Not really, otherwise we couldn't have done it. The bottom line is that they are choices and | even believe that
ego is an impediment to good art and that collaboration helps you get away from that ego trip quickly and you
focus more on what is really essential. Each of us knows where our strength lies, which means it's okay to admit
that the other person is better at certain things, and that's a good thing. We know our capacities and we are
confident enough. We have never felt that we have to realize ourselves in the sense of: This is ME. We have never
been interested in that. As Markus said, it's partly a romantic idea of what the artist is or does. You create this
persona, even if you work alone, and we do it together.

M: That's right, there was never much doubt. Of course there is a margin, but there was never a loss of identity. Of
course there is an identity, but it's composed of many layers and that's what makes it interesting. We've created
this persona, and so a signature, an individual style, which means there's the two of us, so to speak, and then
there's this style that exists and that also has an identity. It's more like there's an identity that comes with it.

This Is Not an Exit , 2018, MAC Museo de Arte Contemporaneo, A Coruia, Spain
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People are at the center of your work, but it is said that you only show perfect and beautiful people. Isn’t
there rather a criticism of our society behind that?

A: That is definitely critical. We reflect our collective visual self-perception. But this supposed similitude is only one
level, on the other hand there is something that painting can do, it evokes a break and brings a depth. That’s why
we use painting and not photography. So the figures radiate a melancholy and forlornness. The principle of
ambiguity is important here. What we've been trying to portray since the earliest times is the feeling that the whole
society is becoming more infantile. Our whole culture is becoming an adolescent culture. It's interesting how
people on Instagram are jumping in front of the camera like little kids and doing stupid things ... We live in a society
of perpetual adolescents.

M: But also if you look at the history of art, almost all the figures that are painted are young and pretty, it's always
been like that, we didn't invent this selection of beautiful people, we perform it in a critical form.

What exactly does that mean for your art, to pick up on and address this perpetual youthfulness?

M: This aspect of the repertoire also serves to draw a line of demarcation between our work and any form of
“genre painting”. Therefore, the backgrounds we use are so important to us. We have our repertoire of urban and
landscape elements, but they are also individual to us and at the same time they're not. Also with the figures, they
are portraits, individuals are clearly identifiable, with individual traits, but also certain stylizations. The youth is to be
understood in this direction and not an attempt to appropriate a youth culture, but to find a contemporary
formulation of figurative painting. We see ourselves as conceptual artists. That is why we use contemporary visual
material that provides this form of smoothed youthfulness. However, we try to produce an opposing quality in the
material itself and introduce motifs of transience and “memento mori". As Paul Celan said: You cannot reach
across time, you can only reach through it.

A: In our post-religious and turbo-capitalist society, transience is almost wiped away, as if it goes on forever. The
ageless and youthful, as in the images on social media, even through the use of filters, is like a shield or armor
against impermanence, as if one were no longer dying. You're not really living and you're not really dying, and
that's so the present zeitgeist. It is a basic mood that is conveyed and that's the feeling that we want to take up
and convey further in our art. In this contemporary visual communication, the perfection of the body and the
smooth surface are in the foreground; but all the more one seals the inside — apparently one no longer needs to be
afraid of death.
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reduce the spectrum within that.

You express your themes, such as that of transience, primarily through figurative painting. How do you do it,
what approach do you follow?

A: The discourse on figurative painting is unfortunately very limited. Only the “what" is discussed, but the “how",
which is inextricably linked to it, is hardly addressed; at best, it is mentioned as a secondary phenomenon.

M: That'’s true, and unfortunately, it is discussed the least. The transformative power of figurative painting is totally
underestimated, unfortunately. It is important to us what direction to take in the activity, what to use, what style, the
gesture ... Painting is our obsession.

A: We did a lot of experiments and developed our stroke together. About seven years ago, we developed our own
form of mixed media, combining oil and pastel chalk in a novel way. The powder character of the chalk enhances
the reflective power of light and acquires new intensities of illuminative effect.
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overall staging.

How can we imagine your working process?

A: We are almost always working, researching and creating the image compositions on the computer is as much a
part of the working process as the actual painting itself. We also deal with the many time phenomena on social
media, how people represent and see themselves. These various streams and appropriated images are sources
for image compositions. But we also do our own photo sessions with models in the studio and create our own

staging. When we decide to paint a picture, we have a framework idea of the scenario, an assemblage of different
images.

M: Ideally, it's mixed and we combine our studio shots with found footage, because certain things are almost
impossible to recreate. We then make one or two sketches on the computer and project these rough outlines onto
the canvas. And then we start painting together, meaning one starts and the other joins in. There are four or five
phases and we take turns. So we tend to work in shifts.

A: Exactly, or one mixes the color and the other applies it and vice versa.

ORD 15 A CHEMISTRY BINDING US TO PARTICULAR ENDLESS LONGINGS WE TAKE NOW AS OUR OWN

Untitled (,Each word is a chemistry..."), 2018,Pastel
chalks, oil /canvas, 212 x 286 cm

THE UNEXPECTED SOMETIMES LOOKS LIKE A PROMPTING OF FATE

Untitled (,The unexpected sometimes..."), 2022, Pastel
chalks, oil /canvas, 193 x 141 cm

Your paintings don’t have titles, but there are text fragments in the paintings. What meaning do these have?
M: The text is neither a title nor an explanation of the picture context. It forms its own level and is intended to open
up a further field of connotations.

A: We archive a great many sentences from books and films, sentences that interest us. The sentences are meant
to convey a certain atmosphere, a specific “flavor” that is situated between poetic observations and general
aphoristic wisdom about life.
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M: Ultimately, art serves to make life more bearable. Ultimately, art is about, because otherwise it is really pointless,
moving people and triggering emotions in a justifiable contemporary form and in this sense enriching life.

Staying with consuming art, what is it like when your work leaves the studio? Do you have expectations?
A: It would be bad for us if we didn't have the opportunity to exhibit. But in no case do we want to be admired.
That is not important to us. In fact, when we finish a painting, it's gone from us ...

M: It pleases me when | see a painting again after ten years, but it's not that I'm so interested in the fate of the
works. In the end, you make art for yourself, and fortunately, as in our case, it appeals to people.

THEY HAD A SENSE OF DAWNING WONDERMENT AS IF THEY HAD NEVER REALLY LOOKED AT THE WORLD BEFORE, HAD NEVER BEFORE SEEN IT IN ALL ITS RAW VIVIDNESS

» s

Untitled (,We don't get to...), 2015, Pastel chalks, acrylic / canvas, 285 x 405 cm
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THERE ARE DEAD STARS THAT STILL SHINE BECAUSE THEIR LIGHT IS TRAPPED IN TIME. WHERE DO WE STAND IN THIS LIGHT, WHICH DOES NOT STRICTLY EXIST?

Untitled (There are dead stars...), 2018, Pastel chalks, acrylic / canvas, 280 x 380 cm

In retrospect, do you think earlier work of yours is looked at differently today?
A: Definitely. | think that we have really anticipated certain social developments in our work.

M: One of the main issues has always been that the characters are so isolated, each standing alone, they don't
communicate and seem lost.... And now? Today you sit at a table with friends and everyone has their smartphone
in their hand. Now this question doesn’t come up at all. The question, and the accusation, have disappeared.

A: Much of the negative criticism that came our way at the time implied that we were formulating a fleeting zeitgeist
phenomenon with an imminent expiration date. In retrospect, it turned out that we were dealing with lasting mass
phenomena that are still shaping our present.

What are you currently working on, what can we look forward to?
A: We are always in a process of creation and trying out things like dealing with meta-humans, so virtual computer-
generated figurations, but that is still a very new idea.

M: We had constantly emphasized that portrait commissions are not compatible with our concept. But now we
have developed an approach that allows us to do just that: it is based on the concept of an extended “selfie
material” that the client provides us with. We then incorporate this into our painterly world and the resulting images
fit seamlessly into our other group compositions.

A: And we are looking at the exhibition at the Albertina, Hauenschild Ritter — Muntean/Rosenblum, which opens in
October. We're excited about that, and hopefully it will be an interesting show with a good mix of paintings and
drawings from different periods. There will be works from the collection, international loans and also completely
new works.
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A New Age: The Spiritual in Art, Tel Aviv Museum of Glaube, Liebe , Hoffnung, Kunsthaus Graz, 2018
Art, 2019

Interview: Marieluise Rottger
Photos: Maximilian Pramatarov

Links:
— Muntean/Rosenblum's website
—  @appropriateallemotions
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#painting #drawing #performative #installation #male #female
#vienna
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Andreas Miihe, Berlin Martin Lukac
»Free trial today!«



