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Foreword - Herzog

We are proud to introduce artworks from Dubi Shiff Art Collection exhibited
in the Herzog Conference Center. For over fifty years, Herzog has been Israel’s
flagship commercial law firm, serving both the Israeli and international
business communities. Our mission as trusted advisors to our local and
overseas clients goes beyond merely implementing and interpreting the law.
In order to provide our clients with the highest level of service, we must also

serve as interpreters of local practice, culture, nuance and expression.

Herzog’s lawyers practice law with a conviction that the legal profession at its
highest levels draws on qualities such as sensitive observation, craftmanship,
creativity and human empathy. These are, of course, all artistic qualities. It
is these qualities, brought to bear in thoughtful measure, that enable us to
examine layers of complexity and provide legal and business solutions to suit
our clients’ needs and interests. We believe that displaying works of art in
the office improves the working environment, encourages our lawyers and
administrative staff to express opinions, encourages interpersonal connection
and above all stimulates creativity. This display also allows us to maintain an

active connection with Israeli artists and to support the field.

Israel is blessed with a fascinatingly vibrant, diverse, and creative art scene.
In 2020, Herzog embarked on a curated process of acquiring and displaying
works by artists from diverse communities in Israel. This process was led by
curator Keren Bar-Gil. To date, we have acquired over 100 works of Israeli

artists, which are displayed in the corridors of our new office complex.

As part of our overall vision, we are deeply proud of the close collaboration
with our long-time client Mr. Dubi Shiff, an Israeli businessman and one of the
leading collectors of Israeli figurative art. Mr. Shiff, with the assistance of his
esteemed curator Iris Barak, has generously worked in collaboration with our
firm to curate an exhibition of leading Israeli artists, currently on display at the
Herzog Conference Center in Tel Aviv, a state-of-the-art Center where people
from Israel and around the world connect daily to explore pathways relevant

to their financial, business and philanthropic interests.

We are grateful to Mr. Shiff, Ms. Barak and their team, and to the outstanding
cadre of Israeli artists whose works are displayed in this exhibition. We feel

ourselves privileged to share our space and our mission with them.

We are honored to invite you, as our valued friends and partners, to view these
exceptional works of Israeli art. We look forward to welcome you in our offices,
introduce you to Israel and to Israeli art, and strengthen relationships in a

manner that will allow to observe, grow and prosper together.

Herzog Fox Neeman
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11

Selected Artworks from
Dubi Shiff Art Collection

Across the walls of the conference room's floor at Herzog, you may find
artworks selected from Dubi Shiff Art Collection, one of the largest and most
renowned private art collections in Israel, focusing on figurative-realist art by
Israeli artists. The various artworks exhibited manifest the wide range of the
figurative language. This can be seen in works following traditional themes
such as landscape, portraiture and still life, as well as in works that step away

from traditional painting and adhere to the contemporary art scene.

The exhibited works include artworks by emerging and established artists,

alongside artworks by recipients of Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art,

that was established in collaboration with Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2008.

We invite the staff, visitors and guests of the office, from Israel and abroad, to
pause and look at the artworks. Not many words are needed in order to enjoy

them, and to appreciate the local art scene they reflect.

Participating artists: Amnon David Ar, Aram Gershuni, Avital Burg, David Nipo,
Eldar Farber, Eran Reshef, Fahed Halabi, Fatma Shanan, Gal Weinstein, Guy
Perl, Marek Yanai, Matan Ben Cnaan, Michael Halak, Moshe Givati, Nadav
Naor, Natan Pernick, Nirvana Assadi Dabbah, Ofer Rotem, Orit Akta, Osnat
Yaheli-Sarbagili, Roni Taharlev, Ronit Goldschmidt, Samah Shihadi, Shlomi
Lellouche, Sigal Tsabari, Tali Milstein, Tigist Yoseph Ron, Yael Goren Strauss

and Yossi Mark.

Iris Barak,
Curator, Dubi Shiff Art Collection
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David Nipo, Cocoons-Dormant, Yet, 2018, oil on linen mounted on wood, 62X122 cm
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For more information about the artist www.davidnipo.com
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Lives and works in the Negev. Studied at the
Jerusalem Studio School of Israel Hershberg.
Together with Aram Gershuni, he founded
“Hatahana” School for Figurative Drawing and
Painting, Tel Aviv. Held a solo exhibition at
Ashdod Museum of Art in 2009, and participated
in solo and group exhibitions in Israel and
abroad. Recipient of the 2013 Haim Shiff Prize
for Figurative Realist Art, which included a solo
exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2014.
His works can be found in private and public
collections, among them the Israel Museum

collection, Jersualem.

Nipo’s paintings are done from a meticulous
observation, whether they are landscapes, still
life or portraits. In the catalog accompanying his
2014 solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art,
Varda Steinlauf wrote: “David Nipo's paintings are
clearly and reflexively concerned with the art of
the past. His carefully constructed compositions
are shaped by an intriguing play of symmetry,
chiaroscuro, and symbolic concepts." She further
writes that "Nipo sees the medium of painting
as a language 'at once simple and complex.' He
is concerned with painting on a conceptual level

. He creates an abstract dialogue between
the forms in his painting. These paintings also
conceal a symbolic dimension, which is not easily

interpreted.”

David Nipo gat Jadls 190 TIT
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Guy Perl, Reflection of Adolescene, 2019, oil on wood, 100X95 cm
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For more information about the artist www.guyperlart.com
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Holds a BFA from Bezalel Academy of Arts and
Design, Jerusalem, and studied at Barcelona
Academy of Art. Participated in the Artists'
Greenhouse at Freshpaint 9, Contemporary Art
Fair Tel Aviv in 2017.

Perl received early recognition upon graduating
his BFA, for his unique realist style. He is
influenced by the great western masters as
well as by contemporary realist painters. His
paintings depict various subjects; some allegoric
and fantastic and others taken from his close
environment. His paintings are loaded with
unclear tension, as can be seen in the work
presented here, Reflection of Adolescence. The
face of Perl’s younger brother, doubled in a mirror,
is meticulously depicted from close observation,
as he is submerged in his own inner reflection,
his eyes closed. These gazes are added to the
viewer’s gaze, who observes the work as he tries

to decipher the image.

Guy Perl da gl= 719 N1
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Michael Halak, Cage, 2016, oil on canvas, 90X70 cm
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For more information about the artist michael.halak@gmail.com
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Lives and works in Haifa. In 2005, he received
a residence scholarship from the Florence
Academy of Art, Italy. Winner of the 2010 Young
Artist Prize, Ministry of Culture and Sport, and
the 2011 Rappaport Prize for a Promising Israeli
Artist, which included a solo exhibition at Tel
Aviv Museum of Art. His work can be found in
several public and private collections in Israel and

aboard.

Halak paints from observation, whether directly
or by means of photographs. Turning his gaze
towards his immediate reality, he captures
various interiors, exteriors and landscapes. In his
paintings, the illusion of reality represented on
canvas may be seductively beautiful and perfect,
but equally conveys disruption or disintegration.
Although hisis a remarkably skilled hyper-realistic
style, the works seem almost conceptual at times.
The subjects depicted may stand for concepts
which transcend their visual appearance such
as impermanence, hybridity, entrapment or

categorization.
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For more information about the artist www.natanpernick.com
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Natan Pernick, Burnt Wooden Beam, 2016, oil on canvas, 200X45 cm

Lives and works in Moshav Beit Zayit. Holds a
B.Des in Visual Communication from Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. Worked
with the artist Mark Kostabi in New York.
Participated in the 2009 BP Portrait Award, the
most prestigious portrait competition in the
world, exhibited at the National Portrait Gallery,

London.

Pernick’s hypnotizing works depict daily objects,
Israeli landscapes and portraits in a meticulous
hyper-realist style. The objects are mostly
marginal, but Pernick’s choice of them as the
subjects for his paintings elevates them in a
manner that urges the viewer to take another
look and consider their nature. Pernick’s
technique is distinctive for its qualities, and
demands multiple layering of scrupulous work in

order to achieve the final image.

Natan Pernick &l ols 1119 M

b. 1980, Israel | Jsl~| <1980 | 78,1980 .2
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Fatma Shanan, Portrait of My Body 1, 2019, oil on canvas, 150X100 cm
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For more information about the artist www.fatmashanan.com
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Lives and works in Tel Aviv and Zurich. Holds a
BFA from Oranim Academic College of Education,
Kiryat Tivon. Studied at the studio of Eli Shamir.
Held solo exhibitions at various galleries and
institutions in Israel and abroad. Recipient of the
2010 America-Israel Cultural Foundation Creative
Excellence Grant (Sharet) and the 2014 Ministry of
Culture and Sport Prize to Encourage Creativity.
Participated in Artport residency in 2016, Tel
Aviv. Recipient of the 2016 Haim Shiff Prize for
Figurative Realist Art, which included a solo
exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2017.

In her early works, Shanan introduced the viewers
to the landscapes of her childhood village, Julis,
by representing the traditional carpet in the fields
outside of the domestic space, while blurring
the boundaries between interior and exterior
spaces. The carpet repeats in some of her later
works, but like the portrait seen here, they offer a
change in the relationship between the body and
its surrounding space, and a stepping away from
a definitive ethnic affiliation. Shanan continues
to use her own figure in a manner carrying
autobiographic and gender-related meanings.
The paintings are based on photographs which
Shanan directs; however, the painterly translation
is not based on copying and imitation, but rather
on creating the composition by multiple color

marks that come together into an image.

Fatma Shanan ol debld |NQW NNDDNO

b. 1986, Israel | Jsl~| <1986 | 781w ,1986 .1
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Amnon David Ar, Intimacy, 2007, oil on canvas, 63X60 cm
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For more information about the artist www.amnondavidar.com
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Amnon David Ar Jle Jdls gl Y TIT 11NN

b. 1973, Israel | Jsl~| <1973 | 78w ,1973 .2

Lives and works in Berlin. Studied at Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. Ar is
the first to win the Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative
Realist Art in 2008, which included a solo
exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2009.
Participated in many exhibitions in Israel and

abroad.

Ar’s works, which are characterized by a unique
aesthetic, directly represent reality but at the
same time the scenes depicted seem to exist in
an alternate reality. The painterly process starts
by positioning a composition in the studio, and
includes prolonged observation. Every object,
color and texture in the painting holds a special
meaning, and many times the key to decipher the
work is found in its references to historic works

and themes.
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Orit Akta, Self Portrait, 2001, oil on canvas, 40X40 cm
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For more information about the artist Orit Akta Facebook/Instagram
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Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Studied painting with
Meir Natif. Exhibited solo exhibitions at Tel Aviv
Artists’ House and Zemack Contemporary Art,
Tel Aviv. Recipient of the 2011 Haim Shiff Prize
for Figurative Realist Art, which included a solo
exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2012.

Akta’s realist paintings are created by thin,
gentle layers of paint that offer an harmony of
almost see-through colors, coming together into
monochromatic compositions. Her paintings’
subjects include self-portraits, symbols of
marriage such as wedding rings and dresses, and
attributes of the Yemenite tradition, including
its jewelry and customs. Akta remarked that her
paintings express the pain and despair in her life.
The work presented here is a self-portrait in a
wedding dress from Akta’s first marriage. A deeper
look will reveal that this is not an optimistic
portrait celebrating the wedding night. Instead,
the painting offers Akta’s sober reflection on her
past, and her stare, penetrating the veil, hints to

the viewer of what is soon to come.

Orit Akta aaST <o)9! VDN NNIN
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Avital Burg, Yellow Jerrycans Relief, 2017, oil on wood, 37X44 cm
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For more information about the artist www.avitalburg.com
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Lives and works in New York. Graduate of Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem and
completed a Master Class program at “Hatahana”
School for Figurative Drawing and Painting,
Tel Aviv. Studied at New York Studio School
for Drawing, Painting and Sculpture, New York
and at Slade School of Fine Art, London. Held
several solo exhibitions in the USA, and in Neve
Schechter Gallery, Tel Aviv. Participated in several
prestigious art residencies. Received the 2003
Award for Excellence in Honor of Ayala Abramoyv,

Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Burg paints her studio’s physical surroundings
and an ever growing archive of personal and art
historical images, using dense paint textures that
create paintings verging on reliefs. Symbolic and
enigmatic, her carefully crafted canvases depict
scenes that appear to be somewhat spontaneous
or daily, as they reflect on present day issues by

recalling legends and past traditions.

Avital Burg zys: Jbdl 1112 701N
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https://www.avitalburg.com/
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Eldar Farber, Ernst T. Park, 2017, oil on canvas mounted on wood, 50X62 cm

19,3537 0Ll e Ologhaall (o dozedd INT NLIDNA NITIN QDI VTN

For more information about the artist www.alonsegev.com/artists/eldar-farber
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Lives and works in Berlin and Tel Aviv. Studied at
New York Academy of Art, New York and at the
Jerusalem Studio School of Israel Hershberg,
Jerusalem. Exhibited solo shows in New York and
at Alon Segev gallery, Tel Aviv and participated
in numerous group shows, among them at Tel
Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv, Israel Museum and
Jerusalem Artists’ House, Jerusalem. Recipient
of the 2012 Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist
Art, which included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv
Museum of Art in 2013.

Farber is a contemporary landscape painter who
continues the 19th century classic landscape
painting tradition in which the artist direct his
gaze at the landscape in order to capture it on
the canvas. Farber offers his viewers an intense,
prolonged and meditative viewing experience.
His central bodies of works depict the landscape
of the Yarkon River in Tel Aviv and the Tiergarten
forests in Berlin. His paintings are true to reality,
but intentionally avoid an overly pastoral or
ideal representation. Without cancelling his
chosen pieces of landscape, Farber “amends’,
erases and blurs them. He deconstructs the view
to its abstract elements and reconstructs it by

investigative experimentation.

Eldar Farber ) ,Ill] 12191 T7X
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Sigal Tsabari, Untitled, 1994, oil on canvas, 40X40.5 cm
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For more information about the artist www.sigaltsabari.com
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Lives and works in Rishon LeZion. Studied at the
Avni Institute of Art and Design, Tel Aviv under
the guidance of Israel Hershberg. Her work was
exhibited in Israel and abroad, among rest at
Israel Museum and the Jerusalem Artists’ House,
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv and
in various galleries including Gordon Gallery,
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Recipient of the 2022
Ministry of Culture and Sport Prize, and the 2012
Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which
included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of
Artin 2013.

Tsabari, an established painter who started her
career as Hershberg’s student, offers a unique
point of view as a woman painter corresponding
with the mainly masculine tradition of realist art
history, in which reality was represented through
a man’s perspective. In her works she plays with
exterior and interior points of view while using
mirrors and unconventional perspectives, and
often includes Ars Poetical references to her
studio and body. In the work presented here,
Tsabari paints herself painting from a bird's eye
perspective. She holds a brush in one hand and
a milk carton in the other, as if the two objects
are about to leave marks on the blank surface. In
doing so, she is paraphrasing the insertion of the

everyday into the painterly act.
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For more information about the artist ereshefl@hotmail.com
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Eran Reshef, Lock, 2021, oil on wood, 51.5X39.5 cm

Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Studied at Parsons
The New School of Design, New York. Holds a BFA
and MFA from Brooklyn College, New York, where
he studied with Lennart Anderson. Recipient
of the 2016 Julius Hallgarten Prize, National
Academy of Design, New York, and of the 2010
Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which
included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of
Artin 2011.

By definition, Reshef’s works are of the still
life genre, but they rarely include natural
objects. Reshef depicts day-to-day, negligible
or used objects, which normally do not receive
our attention, let alone the glorification and
prolonged observation reserved for paintings’
subjects. These objects appear in a structured
composition that Reshef assembles in his studio.
His choice of objects is not arbitrary, but rather
has to do with his biography, as well as collective,
at times nostalgic memories capable of arousing
strong feelings in the viewer. Reshef’s unique
talent is especially evident in the creation of
three dimensional illusion, which stems from the
relations between object and background in his

paintings, in which both receive equal attention.

Eran Reshef «aiy Olne QU NV

b. 1964, Israel | Jsl~| <1964 | 78w ,1964 .1

Parsons The New School & uws ol 5 & donss i
iuzlolly GeangdBUI e sl i35 for Design
Gl dl oo s Hygss Brooklyn College (yo
Julius Hallgarten Prize 83l> de 3> .Ogunail eyl
S.1996 (§ 2)gss ¢ National Academy of Design
o 20192010 plall gaseadll all Cas @l 833l e

2011 pladl (3 0gial) ol 5 Cimie (3 5358 25 4al3]

e el Lol S0 &Sl dnedo il e iy Jlael L35
dodsuiun cdngdl 8Ll (ye slealy polel b (duiia> daudo
lodalios Lghell e ol dalaial oy b ol cdlage
roliall oda yglas audy 0 auslse Wajlacl of Loy lanedly
e Y 48 Jor Gl o9l 8 LS &S SlosS @
B Sy o o e blitel (gue S 2,29l ol L
25 Bl dui cdaslor ©L,S3 J 2L2YL A5 Cado)
B G dels oty dage )8 Aalir Gablge daliwll i)
cigalsg (o3l oy eandlly M e iy SLdl 3O w3

SLEYI ye i ) e (oM cMaz il

Parsons The New School-2 707 .21aX 702 X1 N
Brooklyn-n w1 IWXY ININ 12, 13 ,0f Design
NOT .IDITIX L7 DY TP7 DY gt 1 College
Julius Hallgarten Prize, National Academy of-2
NIDNX7 q'w DN DO NDIT .1996-1 P 117 ,Design
NONVN 770 TN 2010 N7 NIODI7NT NG

2011 MWA 2N 70 INTIDA T

NWYN7 IN,DNIT YD |30 Qw78 NITIAY ,)ANTana
D'NIT Q"D DIXON X7X ,WNN 7¥ yap |na |'X
N7 XTI Y DANYT DIT DIN QN7 WX ,DWDIWDI
SN2 X INRIDD DNTTNA7E NDYIDD NIANNY
Qway Nmam ANmonipa 0wviom 17X 0PN
NNNNMY NN DDFMIND DNAN 7Y 1'TIVDA |'(PND
NINDITA 722 TA1,qw0 7w 10 MY NN
Ya1 MIY7 DNiDay ,0m7uobn o7 ,0pTip
NINY 1N NDAND Qun 78 I TINN 11N .N9IXA TV
VP DPMIN DN NYANN ,TON N7N NN7WUX N1XI

JIWNAT7 DY DN 720 |NNND DN LMY

eH[eHERZOG 32

HERZOG FOX & NEEMAN


mailto:ereshef1%40hotmail.com?subject=

n"D 190X160 ,T2 7y |pw ;2012 ,N1010 X77 ,1IN) 2AT)

e 190X160 ¢ pld de coj 2012 «Olgie Mo )95b Slw
Nadav Naor, Untitled, 2012, oil on canvas, 190X160 cm

19,3537 0Ll e Ologhaall (o dozedd INT NLIDNA NITIN QDI VTN

For more information about the artist naornadav@yahoo.com
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Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Studied painting and
drawing with painter Leo Ray, at Hamidrasha -
Faculty of Arts, Beit Berl and at the Master Class
program of “Hatahana” School for Figurative
Drawing and Painting, Tel Aviv. Exhibited solo
shows at N&N Aman Gallery and Gordon Gallery,
Tel Aviv, and participated in numerous group

exhibitions.

At first sight, Naor’s portraits seem like classic
paintings from the renaissance, but a closer
look reveals that the linkage to the past is mostly
ironic. All of the portraits are in fact of the same
character, appearing in different ages, attires and
positions; as men or women, with no identifying
attributes, and mostly against a plain background
which resembles that used in photography
studios. The viewers helplessly seek a relation
between the characters, who in turn stare back
at them and at the same time gaze aimlessly into

space.

Nadav Naor 950 81u5 QINI QT)

b. 1977, Israel | J&l~| <1977 | 78w 1977 .2
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Ofer Rotem, Hessen 3, 2018, graphite on cardboard, 102X153 cm
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For more information about the artist orotem@hotmail.com
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Lives and works in Ramat HaSharon, after many
years of living in the United States. Holds a
BFA from Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design,
Jerusalem. Exhibited solo and group exhibitions
in the United States. Recipient of the 2015
Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which
included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of
Artin 2016.

Rotem’s hyper realist, black and white drawings
are done solely with pencils. At first, Rotem
photographs his subject, and then begins to
work: through scrupulous, precise drawing he
depicts landscapes or urban scenes of streets or
train stations. However, the observant viewer will
reveal a hidden dimension that does not comply
with the classic tradition of realist drawing. The
works open up a secret world in which conscious
and subconscious layers are merged to reveal
little figures, fairies and monsters hidden between
the bushes or buildings, and blend in the work in

perfect harmony.
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For more information about the artist sh.samah87@gmail.com

N"D70X95 ,11M1 7y 119V 2014 ,'pXY (71T ,NTNNY NXDD

s 70X95 «B03 de peley 2014 (313 dyie dobes rlaw

Samah Shihadi, Self Portrait, 2014, pencil on paper, 70X95 cm

Samah Shihadi 8sl=& zlw NTNNY NNDD

b. 1987, Israel | Jsl| <1987 | 78w ,1987 .2

Lives and works in Haifa. Holds a Bachelor degree
and Teaching Certification in Art from Oranim
Academic College of Education, Kiryat Tivon, and
a Master degree with Honors from the University
of Haifa. She exhibited solo exhibitions in Israel
and abroad, including at Umm el-Fahem Art
Gallery and Tabari Artspace, Dubai, and in many
group exhibitions such as The 6th Biennale
for Drawing, Jerusalem. Recipient of the 2018
Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which
included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of
Artin 2019.

Shihadi is included among the contemporary
generation of young Palestinian artists and offers
a unique voice in the local art scene. Through
pencil drawing she explores subjects such as
identity, culture, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and gender relations. Farid Abu Shakra, the
curator of Shihadi's first solo exhibition titled
"Wanted - The Expression of Body in the Works
of Samah Shihadi" (Umm el-Fahem Art Gallery,
2015) explained that Shihadi’s female figures
hold a political role. As pioneers of modernity,
secularization and reform, they are wanted
both as suspects and as revolutionary leaders
of the Palestinian people. They stand for the
artist’s inner struggle to express her identity and

personality through her and her figures’ portraits.
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Nirvana Assadi Dabbah, A look at a Painting by Elie Shamir, 2017, oil on canvas, 145X190 cm
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For more information about the artist dabahnirvana@gmail.com
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Nirvana Assadi Dabbah b3 gdwl Blas NXAT 'TDN NININDY

b. 1981, Israel | Jsl~| <1981 | 781w ;1981 )

Lives and works in Acre. Holds a Bachelor degree
and Teaching Certification in Art from Oranim
Academic College of Education, Kiryat Tivon.
Assadi Dabbah held solo exhibitions in Studio of
Her Own, Beit Hatzayar - the Litvinovsky Painter’s
House, Jerusalem, and at Umm el-Fahem Art
Gallery and participated in group exhibitions in
Israel. In 2017 she was awarded the Hecht Prize

for a Young Artist in the Fields of Visual Arts.

Assadi Dabbah is a figurative painter, a student
of Eli Shamir. Her realist oil and pencil paintings
are based on photographs she takes, and deal
with the world of the Arab-Palestinian-Israeli
woman from a young woman’s perspective.
Their imagery is drawn from the artist'’s own
experiences and surroundings, forming a visual
narration of her life-story shared with us, the
viewers. The tradition and culture into which she
was educated constitute a central preoccupation
of her works, many of which are self-portraits and
portraits of her immediate family. Her paintings
convey the tension between identities and spaces
representing certain moral conventions and the
individual soul longing for personal will and free

choice.
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Tali Milstein, The Silent Tyranny of Language, 2020, oil on canvas, 300X175 cm
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For more information about the artist tali.milstein7000@gmail.com
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Lives and works in Kfar Yehoshua. Graduated from
Oranim Academic College of Education, Kiryat
Tivon. Exhibited in group exhibitions in lIsrael,
including at Contemporary by Golconda, Tel Aviv.
In 2016 she participated in the main exhibition at
Freshpaint 8, Contemporary Art Fair Tel Aviv, and
in “Zoom”, a show that presented promising art

graduates at Ticho House, Jerusalem.

Many of Milstein’s works are self-portraits, created
in her realist and merciless characteristic style,
which resonates famous artists such as British
Jenny Saville. Milstein’s works confront the viewer
with the female body, with its flesh and blood,
and with the hardships engraved on it. Her recent
works, influenced by the Covid-19 lockdowns,
are based on old photographs the artist took in
the house of a fellow artist. In the paintings, the
artist and her family are seen seated around the
kitchen table, while surrounded by their daily
chaos: a messy dining table, ring binders placed
on a shelf, a few flowers dangling in a vase. The
works express the closed, intimate familial

existence, and how it overflows the composition.

Tali Milstein ¢plidde JG |"OR7'D Y70

b. 1975, Israel | Jbl~| <1975 | 78w ,1975 .2
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Fahed Halabi, Untitled, 2010, acrylic on canvas, 180X110 cm
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For more information about the artist www.fahed-halabi.de
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Lives and works in Hamburg, Germany.
Studied art at Tel-Hai Academic College and
at “Hamidrasha” School of Art, Beit Berl. Held
solo exhibitions at Raw Art gallery, Tel Aviv and
Umm el-Fahem Art Gallery. Participated in group

exhibitions in Israel and Europe.

Halabi's media-diverse body of work is filled
with references to construction, and to its
problematic meaning in the local context.
Considering the fact that for many years,
Halabi worked in construction together with his
brother and family, this political subject takes
on an autobiographical quality. Unlike Halabi’s
previous works, which often took a critical, at
times defying tone and were populated with
human presence, his recent works, among
them the work presented here, are focused on
surfaces, textures, colors and compositions.
Segments of concrete, bricks, planks, wood and
stone, grids made of metal scaffoldings and iron
rods - all become components in a hyper-realist

painting bordering on geometric abstraction.

Fahed Halabi (gl> 4¢% 127N TNO

b. 1970, Israel | Jsl~| <1970 | 78,1970 .2
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Matan Ben Cnaan, Shimon and Joseph, 2009, oil on canvas, 130X140 cm
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Matan Ben Cnaan oS ¢p Obe |VID 210D

b. 1980, Israel | Jsl~ <1980 | 781w,1980 .1

Lives and works in the Jezreel Valley. Holds a
BA from Oranim Academic College of Education,
Kiryat Tivon with distinction and an MFA from
University of Haifa, Haifa. In 2015 Ben Cnaan was
named the first Israeli winner of the BP Portrait
Award, National Portrait Gallery, London. He was
chosen among 2,700 candidates, for his painting
Annabelle and Guy (2014) inspired by the biblical
story of the daughter of Jephthah. Recipient of
the 2017 Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist
Art, which included a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv
Museum of Art in 2018. In 2021 he presented his
monumental painting The Bureaucrat at Israel
Museum, Jerusalem, which was accompanied by

a text by David Grossman.

Ben Cnaan’s oil paintings combine traditions
of classic realist painting with contemporary
Israeli content. The Bible and mythology serve
Ben Cnaan as inspiration to create complex
social compositions, which he then directs,
photographs and paints. Many of his paintings
depict the northern landscapes of Israel, where
he lives, focusing on the light characteristic of the

area and of the changes visible in the landscape.
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Osnat Yaheli-Sarbagili, Floor, 2015, oil on canvas, 132X180 cm
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Jae b Jadl @ lugl 171227D-1700 NIDIN
Osnat Yaheli-Sarbagili

b. 1974, Israel | Jsll <1974 | 781 ,1974 .2

Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Holds a BFA from
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.
Exhibited solo exhibitions at Maya Gallery, Tel Aviv
and The Jerusalem Artists’ House, Jerusalem. In
2004 she received a grant from America-Israel
Cultural Foundation (Sharet).

The subjects of Yaheli-Sarbagili’s paintings
are various surfaces such as tiles, marble
and stainless steel. These are depicted in a
deceiving hyper-realist style, which begun in
her paintings of villas in her home town Kiryat
Ekron and continues with her current paintings
of contemporary lobbies. Art historian Gideon
Ofrat wrote of her works: “the Trompe Loeil
(French for “deceive the eye”) has formed into
the language which constitutes the paintings
of Yaheli-Sarbagili, a falsehood wishing not to
falsify, but rather, on the contrary, to expose
the fraudulence of the aristocracy residing (or
working) in those buildings, and even more so,
to expose the true 'fabrication' of our culture in
which the replica is the original in itself." He adds
that "not only are the marble surfaces deceiving
in their pretense to assert a certain truth, but
their reflection in the glare of the floor gives
the geometric minimalistic interior an effect
of optical illusion. So, the painter reminds us
that even the severity of high-Modernism - of

geometric minimalism - is too only a painting."
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Roni Taharlev, Harry with a Red Dress, 2019, oil on canvas mounted on wood, 90X60 cm
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Lives and works in Tel Aviv. She is the daughter of
songwriter Yoram Taharlev and poet Nurit Zarchi.
Graduate of the Jerusalem Studio School of Israel
Hershberg. Participated in group exhibitions in
Israel and aboard including the 2012 BP Portrait
Award, National Portrait Gallery, London and at
the Grand Palais, Paris in 2019. Recipient of many
awards, among them the 2022 Haim Shiff Prize
for Figurative Realist Art, which included a solo
exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2023.

Taharlev explores the human body, mainly
the feminine one, and its various aspects. She
knowledgeably corresponds with art history, with
referencesranging from Roman and Byzantineart,
through the renaissance and up to contemporary
painters such as Lucian Freud, Paula Rego and
Dana Schutz. Through the fascinating figures
populating her work she touches upon delicate
subjects such as power relations, cultural norms,
identity, gender, motherhood, age and sexuality
with outmost sensitivity. Taharlev’'s ongoing
preoccupation with fluid gender identities is
especially visible in a series of portraits depicting
Harry, a young British artist whom she randomly
met in Paris, wearing a yellow dress and a straw
hat. She was intrigued by his dramatic yet fragile
presence, and asked to paint him. Every scene
turns Harry into a different enigmatic, timeless
figure, with a matching dress and background,

mostly while clasping his hands gently yet firmly.

Roni Taherlev «ad)lg 39, 27700 N

b. 1964, Israel | Jsl~| <1964 | 781 ,1964 .1
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Aram Gershuni, Looking Back - Portrait of Sharon, 2006, oil on wood, 80X50 cm
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Aram Gershuni 3 s&,¢ el5T 11W71 DIN

Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Graduated from the
Jerusalem Studio School of Israel Hershberg.
Co-founder of “Hatahana” School for Figurative
Drawing and Painting, Tel Aviv, together with
David Nipo. Participated in the 2007 BP Portrait
Award, National Portrait Gallery, London. His
2019 solo exhibition was held at Tel Aviv Museum

of Art, and was curated by Prof. Mordechai Omer.

The son of conceptual painter Moshe Gershuni
and expressive artist Bianca Eshel-Gershuni,
figurative-realist painting was not the obvious
choice for Aram Gershuni. Although his paintings
seem to belong to this genre, Gershuni testifies
observation is his main interest, while the painted
objects are secondary: “I consider myself an
abstract painter. What interest me eventually are
the abstract phenomena. | simply paint abstract
from observation. This well of observation is
infinite, it can’t be dried, you can always find
more” Many figurative-realist painters tend
to paint each other, as can be seen in the work
exhibited here: the depicted figure is painter
Sharon Etgar, turning back in a manner evoking
the old masters, withwhom Gershuniisin ongoing
dialogue. Notwithstanding, the inclusion of two
wall sockets testifies to Gershuni’s contemporary

interpretation of the genre.

b. 1967, Israel | Jsl~| <1967 | 78w ,1967 .1
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Tigist Yoseph Ron, Fray, 2020, charcoal on paper, 138X84 cm
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For more information about the artist www.tigistyosephron.com
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Tigist Yoseph Ron 09y hw g Cawnzs3 |10 QDI DDIID

Lives and works in Ra’anana. Graduate of the
Visual Communication Department, Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. Studied
drawing and painting with artist Zvi Lachman
and David Nipo. Recipient of the 2019 Haim Shiff
Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which included a

solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum of Art in 2020.

Through drawing, Yoseph Ron explores
questions concerning identity, self-definition,
the hardships of Ethiopian immigrants, and
the toll of socialization in lIsraeli society. The
judges who granted her the Haim Shiff Prize
for Figurative Realist Art explain: “Tigist Yoseph
Ron’s intense charcoal drawings combine the
tradition of realist painting with traces of cubism
and expressionism. Her portraits are submerged
in the charcoal’s darkness, from which segments
of light gleam, at times as part of the portrait’s
three dimensional construction; at other times
as out-of-place light spots which hollow out the
drawing. Yoseph Ron’s fierce, pungent portraits
merge their subjects and the intensity of the
black charcoal in telling ways. In an age ruled
by other, high pitched and almost unmatchable
media, her works enliven the drawing medium in

fresh and original ways.
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Gal Weinstein, Dust Cloud, 2008, steel wool on canvas mounted on wood, 100X80 cm
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Gal Weinstein ¢plide Jl mowan 7

b. 1970, Israel | Jsl~| <1970 | 78w ,1970 .2

Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Holds a BFA from
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.
Weinstein participated in many group exhibitions
in Israel and abroad and represented Israel at
the 25th Sao Paolo Art Biennial in 2002 and at
the 57th Venice Biennale in 2017. Held several
solo exhibitions including at Eyal Ofer Pavilion
for Contemporary Art (formerly, The Helena
Rubinstein Pavilion for Contemporary Art), Tel
Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv; Riccardo Crespi
Gallery, Milan and Kunsthaus Baselland, Basel.
Recipient of several awards including the 2004-
5 Beatrice S. Kolliner Young Israeli Artist Award,
Israel Museum, Jerusalem, and the 2004 Isracard

Prize for Israeli Artist, Tel Aviv Museum of Art.

Weinstein explores landscape, specifically that
of Jareel Valley and Kibbutz Nahalal. He focuses
on the image’s surface, through the use of
unconventional synthetic materials. Weinstein
is known for his use of steel wool, from which he
created, among rest, his self-portrait in various
stages of change due to the wool’s rusting, and
a series of dust clouds, among which the work
presented here is included. The use of steel
wool, or “wooling” as referred to by Weinstein
(as in “painting” or “sculpting”), is similar to a
dense drawing process. The image is built in an
illusional precision through the wool’s levels of
thickness and condensment. Although the steel
wool is a rough, coarse industrial material, in fact
iron waste, the manner in which its sticks out
from the surface resembles bristle, as if the image
grew organically from the surface. Weinstein’s
work invites a close look, which returns the image
to its concrete, formal, material levels, and raises

awareness to the aesthetic illusion.
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Ronit Goldschmidt, Falling Tree, 2021, industrial paint on wood, 120X110 cm
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For more information about the artist www.ronitgoldschmidt.com
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Lives and works in Tel Aviv. Graduated from the
Jerusalem Studio School of Israel Hershberg. She
has exhibited solo and group shows in Israel as
well as in Germany and the USA. Recipient of the
2016 Avigdor Arikha Prize.

Goldschmidt combines classical landscape
techniques with low cost materials such as
gouache and industrial paint. The subject of the
paintings is mostly landscape, in its realist and at
times surrealist formations. Goldschmidt deals
with the boundary between direct observation
in nature and its one-off visual phenomenon,
and an active reorganization and creation of
imaginary landscapes. Every painting may unfold
afantastic or tragic story, involving an occurrence
which seems to be concrete, but is nonetheless
questionable - much like the philosophical
pondering regarding the falling of a tree in an

empty forest.

Caund M g Cadgy DTNYT7I NN
Ronit Goldschmidt
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Yossi Mark, Feature, 2014, pencil, acrylic and oil on canvas, 42X47 cm
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For more information about the artist www. chelouchegallery.com/artists/yossi-mark
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LivesandworksinPetah Tikva. Studied philosophy
and social science at Tel Aviv University, and
graduated from Avni Institute of Art and Desgin,
Tel Aviv. Presented numerous solo shows at
Chelouche Gallery for Contemporary Art, Tel
Aviv, as well as participated in group shows in
Israeli museums and at the Israeli Pavilion in
Paris, Janice Charach Gallery, The J, Detroit and
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Recipient of
the 2010 Ministry of Culture and Sport Prize to
Encourage Creativity, and the 2017 Ministry of
Culture and Sport Prize. Recipient of the 2024
Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative Realist Art, which
will include a solo exhibition at Tel Aviv Museum
of Artin 2025.

Mark’s paintings offer a systematic visual analysis
in a realist, ascetic and focused aesthetic
language. This working process creates an
intimate relation between the artist and his
subject, and between the latter and the viewer.
Mark distills an inherent human experience from
within the prosaic, the trivial and the everyday,
stripped bare of any signs of time, movement,
location and setting. Notwithstanding his affinity
to the renaissance tradition, Mark’s reserved
and arid color palette deliberately avoids the
illusionary. The triptych presented here depicts
the artist’s mother’s wrinkled face, and draws
inspiration from Albrecht Durer’s Portrait of the
Artist’s Mother from 1514. The image was created
through direct observation involving a personal,
intimate situation, alongside a meticulous
investigation emphasizing the morphological.
The placing of the portrait at the bottom of the
rectangular composition, as well as the fading
colors, serve as a metaphor for the figure’s
position on the linear time line, and references an

elegiac-like air.

Yossi Mark £, <% PID DI
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Yossi Mark, Feature, 2015, oil on canvas, 42X47 cm Yossi Mark, Feature, 2014, pencil and acrylic on canvas, 42X47 cm
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For more information about the artist www. chelouchegaller
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For more information about the artist www.marekyanai.com
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Marek Yanai, Entrance in Hebron Road, 2010, oil on canvas, 130X95 cm

Lives and works in Jerusalem. Was raised in
Poland and immigrated to Israel in 1956. Studied
at Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem
with Joseph Hirsch and in Vienna with Prof. Ernst
Fuchs. His paintings were exhibited in various
venuesin Israel and abroad. Held solo exhibitions
at Jerusalem Artists’ House in 2016, and at Beit
Avi Chai in Jerusalem in 2022.

Amichai Hasson wrote of his exhibition at Beit
Avi Chai: “For more than fifty years Mark Yanai
has been painting the thresholds of Jerusalem
houses: foyers and fences, doors and gates,
stairwells and windows - not exactly inside, not
exactly outside. These liminal, borderline spaces,
in a certain sense a little promiscuous, hold a
secret that begs to be deciphered. Thresholds
are only part of Mark Yanai's body of work which
mostly consists of depictions of the city itself in
oil and watercolor. Yanai's Jerusalem is a city
of stone walls and bell towers, of sun boilers
and ugly concrete housing. The landscapes,
the people, the trees, and the objects inside the
houses make up a portrait of a city that stands on
the border between the heavenly and the earthly
- Jerusalem of the Middle. The glory of the holy is
intertwined with the everyday, the sublime meets

the banal”

Marek Yanai ¢le )L NI gIND
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For more information about the artist www.shlomilellouche.weebly.com
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Shlomi Lellouche, Yalta (Yael), 2018, oil on canvas, 190X127 cm

Shlomi

Lives and works in Afula. Holds a BFA and MFA
from Oranim Academic College of Education,
Kiryat Tivon. Held solo exhibitions at Hezi Cohen
Gallery, Tel Aviv and Bar-David Museum of Art and
Judaica, Baram and participated in numerous

group exhibitions in Israel.

At first sight, Lellouche’s realist paintings seem to
depict realistic, or even daily, scenes. However,
his works are filled with references to western
art history and biblical stories, with mystical
signs and mythic motives. Lellouche’s childhood
scenery of Beit She’an valley becomes a backdrop
for occurrences taken from the Midrash, from
folklore, from Greek mythology and from the
prophets’ tales and visions. In many of his
paintings, the artist’s figure appears, as a kind of
grand creator present in his own creation. The
title of the painting presented here, Yalta (Yael),
references Yalta, one of the few named women
characters in the Talmud. A wife of a dignified
rabbi, Yalta was known for her independent
thought, and is told to shatter 400 jugs of wine
in response to her exclusion from drinking the
Cup for the Blessing. The choice of Yael Guilat, a
teacher of Lellouche, as the model for the biblical

character, hints to Lellouche’s feminist approach.
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For more information about the artist www.moshe-givati.com
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Moshe Givati, Untitled, 2008, acrylic on canvas, 180X220 cm

Moshe Givati Jlias> 4.é 490 1NYIX MWD

Studied drawing with painter Marcel Janco at
Oranim Academic College of Education, Kiryat
Tivon. Lived for several years in New York. Was
active at the heart of the local art scene in the
1960s-1980s and participated in exhibitions
which became significant milestones in the
history of Israeli art. In 2006 a large scale solo
exhibition of his finest works was presented at Tel

Aviv Museum of Art.

Prof. Mordechai Omer wrote of him: "While Moshe
Givati's abstract painting indeed continues the
1950s and 1960s abstract tradition, it introduces
fascinating questions about the essence of
abstract as a language whose syntax relies to a
greater and on the artist's intrinsic sources of
creation rather than on the external, perceptual
sights that informed the approach of the 'New

Horizons' artists."
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Yael Goren-Strauss, Border 3, 2014, shellac and pigments on canvas mounted on wood, 15X102 cm
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For more information about the artist goren.strauss@gmail.com
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Lives and works in Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak in the
Negev. Holds a BFA from Bezalel Academy of
Arts and Design, Jerusalem. In 2009 exhibited
in the group exhibition, "Beyond the Page,
Contemporary Works on Paper", Ticho House,
Jerusalem and participated in Freshpaint 2,
Contemporary Art Fair Tel Aviv. Her works can be

found in private collections in Israel and abroad.

Goren-Strauss returned to live in Kibbutz Nir
Yitzhak on the border with Gaza, where she was
born and raised. Most of her work is created with
pencils, shellac and pigments on paper, as can be
seenin herseries “Landscape with Fence”, “Local”
and “Elephants Light”. Goren-Strauss’ work holds
contradictions: on one hand, she paints the
local landscape surrounding her and its natural
phenomenon and cycles in an accurate, realistic
manner. On the other hand, the often crumpled
paper, the barred view seen through a wire fence
or the view of Gaza itself remind the viewer that
the land beneath these pastoral landscapes is
burning. All the more so now, following October
7th and during the war in Gaza, which turned the

border with Gaza ever more volatile.
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